

Crown Prince, Atherton discuss Mhtaast 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Haasao Thesday . 
reeved farmer U .S. Assistant Secretary of State for Kfiddle East Affaire 
Alfred Atherton and members of a delegation accompanying him Mr. 
Atherton is currently no a visit to Jordan, as a part of a regional tour. 
Prince Hassan and Mr.- Atherton dweuwed the in die Middle 

East and the Middle East peace process. The Crown Prince stressed the 
important role the private U.S.-rostitutions, concerned with the Middle 
can play in advocating die justice. of Arab causes and explaining the 
reuoos behind the Arab-Israeli conflict with a view to achkmns a better 
understanding by the A m e ri can public of the cams of this conflict. The 
Crown Prince called far utilising Arab American academics to achieve this 
end. Prince Hassan also briefed the delegation, on Jordan’s position 
towards the Mkklk East peace process. The Crown Prince nnderthied the 
importance of patting the iuuaan '-element in the forefront of any future 
planning for the region. 
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Baker welcomes Rabin call 

WASHINGTON (R) — Secretary of State James Baker on Tuesday 
backed a call by Israeli Prime Minister-elect Yitzhak Rabin 'for continuous 
Arab-Isracli peace talks. “We were very phased to see the statement by 
Mr. Rabin saying, let’s engage and let’s stay . engaged and let's get 
something done." Mr. Baker told reporters before a meeting with visiting 
German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel. “We were very pleased to see 
that and we would like to do what we can to assist in that effort," Mr. 
Baker said. Mr. Baker also said he was encouraged by the Labour Party 
leader’s progress in forming a new government after his surprise election 
victory last week. President George Bush said on Monday he looked 
forward to working with the new Israeli government, whose policies are 
expected to be considerably closer to Washington’s than those of the 
oatgoing right-wing coalition of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, The 
United States is expected to move swiftly to reconvene Arab-Isracli peace 
talks after the new Israeli government takes power (see story bekrwl. 
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Israeli population 
reported at 4.8 m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A report pub- 
lished recently by the Israeli sta- 
tistics department says, that 
Israel’s population has reached 
4,821,700, A I Quds press has 
reported. It quoted the report as 
saying that of the total was made 
up of 3,946,700 Jews, 677,700 
Muslims, 114,700 Christians and 
82.600 Druze. Jerusalem's 
population reached 578,400, with 
427,100 . jews, 136,500 Muslims 
and 14,700 Druze. The report 
said that the population of the 
occupied West Bank has reached 
959,000 while the population of 
Gaza Strip has reached 642,000. 

** Christians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip represent 2.3 per cent 
of the total population, there, it 
added. 

Dumas holds talks 
in Saudi Arabia 

NICOSIA (R) — French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas met 
Saudi Arabia's Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan Abdul Aziz in the 
Red Sea port of Jeddah on Mon- 
day, the Saudi Press Agency re- 
ported. The agency, received in 
Cyprus, said they discussed 
“issues of common interest” but 
gave no other details. Mr. Dumas 
arrived earlier in the day. 

Kuwait to stop aid 
to some Arab states 

* KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
partially-elected national council 
approved a proposal on Tuesday 
to deny aid to Arab countries 
which Kuwait saw as — - having 
supported the Iraqi invasion erf 
the emirate, the Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said. KUNA’s 
report mentioned no Arab coun- 
try by name. It said the Kuwaiti 
Fund for -Arab Economic De- 
velopment bar also, made no' 
loans to the countries which “sup- 
ported” the Iraqi invasion since 
Aug. 2. 1990. It added that the 
fund has not also, paid install- 
ments due to these countries for 

& projects the fund agreed to fi- 

w nance before the invasion. It gave 
no figures and mentioned no 
countries. 

Kuwait s i emir meets 
leading Iraqi rebel 

KUWAIT (R) — The enrir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
A1 Sabah, held talks on Tuesday 
with Iraqi Shiite opposition lead- 
er Mohammad Baqer A1 Hakim, 
one of president Saddam Hus- 
sein's leading opponents. The 
official Kuwait News Agency, 
which reported the meeting, gave 
no details of their discussions. 
Sheikh Hakim, leader of the 
Tehran-based Supreme Council 
for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRI), arrived, in Kuwait on 
Monday aflbe invitation of the' 

4 Kowaft government. 

Kohl’s CDU votes 
for 

Germany to quit EFA 

BONN (R) — Germany’s coali- 
tion government parties agreed 
on Tuesday that Bonn should pull 
out of the four-nation European 
Fighter Aircraft (EFA) program- 
me and produce a low-budget 
warplane, later. Defence Minis- 
ter VoDcer Ruehe said. But the 
meeting by the Christian Demo- 
cratic and Christian Social Union 
Parties (CDU/CSU) decided to 
continue with the current coop- 
eration with Britain, Italy and 
Spain and possibly expand tins to 
include other countries, Mr. 
Ruehe added. “The EFA is too 

• expensive in its current form,” 
said a statement approved by the 
meeting. 

Egyptian police 
> arrest 
30 In hunt 

ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Par- 
liamentary troops arrested 30 
people on Tuesday in a village in 
southern Egypt in an operation 
against M uslim militan ts accused 
of killing Christians and police- 
men, security sources said. Hie 
sources said -police seized 
weapons and anti-government 
leaflets during the raid on Koudat 
A1 Islam near the town of Day- 
.v nit, a militant stronghold 350 
▼ kilometres south of Cairo. They 
said security forces had seized 470 
unbcenced weapons, 27 hand gre- 
nades and seven rocket-propelled 
grenades over the past two weeks 
while combing Dayrat and near- 
by villages for militants. 


Well- planned plot 
seen behind killing 
of Algerian leader 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Muslim 
fundamentalists Tuesday cheered 
the assassination of Algerian 
leader Mohammad Boudiaf, 
while witness reports of a second 
gunman bolstered suspicions that 
die killing was part of a well- 
planned conspiracy. 

Mr. Boudiaf, 73, was lolled 
Monday in a machine-gun and 
grenade attack while speaking to 
local officials at a- culture centre 
in Annaba, 600 kilometres east of 
Algiers. He will be buried 
Wednesday. 

Forty-one other people, includ- 
ing Interior Minister Abdennour 
Kerramane, were wounded by 
bullets or. grenade shrapnel. 

Algerian officials Monday 
blamed the killing on a gunman 
dressed in a riot police uniform. 
Early reports said he had been 
shot dead, but he was later said to 
be under arrest. 

Journalists and other witnesses 
to the kfifing Tuesday reported 
for the first time that a second 
gnrwnim was involved. 

According to their accounts, 
the uniformed assassin, a blonde 
man, blasted Mr. Boudiaf with 
two sub-machine gun bursts. The 
gunman was killed in a police 
crossfire while trying to flee. 

A second man, dressed in dvi- 
lian clothing, then opened fire 
with a sub-machine gun on a row 
of officials and a stare television 
crew; He was wounded by police 
gunfire and captured. ■ 

. The ruling High -Stale Council 
indicated Monday that ' it sus- 
pected a conspiracy behind the 
attack, but stopped short of 
laying blame. - 

No political figures in either 
Algeria or France publidy voiced 


suspicions, preferring to unity be- 
hind expressions of outrage over 
the lolling and worry over Alger- 
ia’s future. 

Fundamentalists rejoiced. 
Graffiti appearing in Islamic 
strongholds read: “Boudiaf was 
the devil in person." “divine jus- 
tice at work,” and “God is great, 
our victory is near.” 

'Driven underground, their 
leaders jailed, extremists linked 
to Algeria's fundamentalist Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) became 
the natural suspects for the assas- 
smanon. 

The army-backed presidency 
headed by Mr. Boudiaf had 
angered secular opponents by 
cancelling elections and by a 
drive on corruption. 

But the fundamentalists, in a 
country where weapons abound, 
have been blamed for killing 
some 70 security force members 
In the past five months and had 
promised to ’take to the gun” if 
their top leaders were not freed. 

One day before the assassina- 
tion, the military prosecutor in 
Blida, 50 kilometres ' south of 
Algiers, announced the ad- 
journed trial of FIS leader Abassi 
Madam, 61. and his deputy Ali 
Belbadj, 35, would go ahead on 
July 12. 

They face charges punishable 
by death. 

Algerian newspapers on Tues- 
day pointed the finger primarily 
at the fundamentalists. 

. “The fundamentalists, deserve 
no concessions. We are heading 
for civil war,” the pro-communist 
Alger Republicain newspaper 
quoted an aide of Mr. Boudiaf 
saying. 

The party, outlawed on March 


4, showed itself the best orga- 
nised group to emerge in demo- 
cratic reforms ending nearly 
three-decades of one- party rule. 

It seized control of over half 
the local authorities in June 1990 
and trounced the former ruling 
National Liberation Front (FLN) 
in the first round of a rescheduled 
general election last December. 

The second round was cancel- 
led by the new authorities. 

Its militants clashed with secur- 
ity forces throughout the country 
and, under a stare of emergency, 
nearly 10,000 were rounded up. 
put in desert camps or taken 
before courts. 

Mr. Boudiaf said at the time 
that if he bad to lock up 10,000 to 
save Algeria he would do so. 

Some 3,000 have been freed 
from the camps, but a week 
before his death Mr. Boudiaf told 
a news conference some had re- 
sumed their opposition. 

“May God guide them. I hope 
they will take the right path be- 
cause we have received reports 
saying that some of the newly- 
freed have restarted their old 
activities,” he said. 

The FIS, which vowed to put 
the nation's 25 million people 
under (Islamic Law), plunged 
Algeria into two bouts of violent 
unrest and into a year of turmoil . 
and uncertainty. 

The upheaval and roundup of 
militants gave ammunition. to its 
hardliners who said an Islamic 
state would never be achieved 
through" the ballot box. 

Last March 4, FIS was banned 
by a court on the demand of the 
Interior Ministry. Shortly after- 
wards, a blueprint circulating 

(Continued on page 5) 



Algerian bead of state Mohammad Boudiaf makes a point during his 
last press conference, held on June 22 

World decries Boudiaf 
murder; Islamists say 
attack was expected 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE ASSASSINATION Mon- 
day of Algerian head of state 
Mohammad Boudiaf drew wide 
condemnation from most world 
governments while Islamic fun- 
damentalist movements shed no 
tears over the death of the man 
they saw as having played a key- 
role in the crackdown on Muslim 
fundamentalists in Algeria. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday sent a cable of condo- 
lences to members of the Alge- 
rian High Council of State, de- 
scribing the assassination of Mr. 
Boudiaf as an ugly crime. 

The King said: “It is with deep 
sorrow and regret that we have 
learnt , of the assassination of 
Algerian head of state Moham- 
mad Boudiaf, who fell a martyr, 
as a result of the brutal attack on 
him...” 

The King recalled the role Mr. 
Boudiaf played in leading the 


Algerian revolution and voiced 
his condemnation of the killing. 

The King expressed his heart- 
felt condolences and those of the 
Jordanian people and govern- 
ment to the members of the High 
Council of State over the killing. 

An Iraqi newspaper said the 
murder of Mr/T3oudiif :was a 
crime that fwould^pKinge the 
country into^anarchy. 

“Criminal bullets assassinate 
Algeria's security,” declared A1 
Thawra, the ruling Baath Party 
newspaper, in a banner headline. 

“With the assassination of 
Boudiaf. Algeria enters again 
into the tunnel of blood and 
violence,” it said. 

Al Thawra said Mr. Boudiaf, 
killed in a hail of submachinegun 
fire on Monday, tried to save 
Algeria from the same violence 
that led to his assassination. 

Iran denounced Mr. Boudiaf 
for cracking down on Muslim 
(Continued on page 5) 


Yemen, U.N. close to 
deal on boat people 


ADEN, Yemen (Agencies) — 
The Yemeni authorities, shaken 
by publicity about their policy 
towards Somali boat people, are 
moving towards an agreement 
with die United Nations to pre- 
vent a repetition of this month’s ^ 
tragedy on the cargo ship Gob’ 
Wem. 

Between 150 and 165 passen- 
gers died fleeing Somalia in the 
2,178-tonne vessel, either of hun- 
ger and thirst while waiting for 
permission to land in Yemen or 
by drownin g when they tried to 
swim ashore, U.N. officials say. 

The governor of Aden, 
Mahmoud Al Area, told repor- 
ters on Tuesday that if more boat 
people reached waters off Ye- 
men, humanitarian considera- 
tions would dictate Yemeni poli- 
cy towards them. 

He also said he was dose to 
agreement with the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) on gathering the 


17,000 to 20,000 Somalis in the 
Aden region and moving them to 
a single camp with proper facili- 
ties. 

The new camp would be large 
enough to accommodate any new 
arrivals ‘from Somalia, officials 
said. 

But Mr. Atari declined to give 
a firm -pledge that Yemen would 
automatically let in Somalis 
fleeing dv3 war. He also drew a 
distinction between those made 
their own way to Yemen and 
those who pud shipping com- 
panies for their berths. 

“When they come we will see. 
The polity of the republic is 
weO-kbown, it is humanitarian 
and I think (the central govern- 
ment in) Sanaa will agree," he 
said. 

In Geneva, Prime Minister 
Heidcr Al Attas told reporters 
authorities were expecting 

(Continued on page 5) 


Relief planes land in 
Sarajevo as truce holds 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Three French planes arrived 
Tuesday with 30 tonnes of food 
and .medicine for besieged 
Sarajevo, as U.N. peacekeepers 
were on their way to take control 
of the airport. 

I In Croatia, a six-hour artillery 
barrage of tire medieval port city 
erf Dubrovnik killed four people 
and wounded 12 on Monday, 
Croatian officials said. They said 
.tiie shells came from Serb posi- 
tions in neighbouring Herzegovi- 
na. 

About 15 tonnes of food and 
m«liH>l supplies were brought 
info central Sarajevo by U.N. 
trucks guarded by an armoured 
personnel carrier. 

Fabrizio Hochsdrild, chief of 
operations for tire UJl. High 
Commissioner for Refugees in 
Sarajevo, estimated 30 tonnes of 
supplies had arrived at the air- 
port. 

They included milk products, 
French combat rations, blood 


plasma and other medical sup- 
plies. 

Three U.N. peacekeepers were 
shot and slightly wounded on 
their first day of guarding the 
airport 

U.N. officials said most of the 
small U.N. contingent at the air- 
port were French, but they could 
not immediately- establish the 
nationalities of victims. 

They said a doctor was on his 
way to the airport and none of the 
wounds seemed serious, but bad 
no farther details. 

More than 200 peacekeepers 
' were on their way from central 
Croatia to secure the airport. 

In Paris, the defence ministry 
announced that France will dis- 
patch 120 solders to reinforce 
U.N. troops at the Sarajevo air- 
port at the request of U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
1L. 

Serb irregulars ended their 
three-month cbokebold on 
(Controlled on page 3) 


Hizbollah 
to run in 
Lebanese 
election 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
Iranian-backed fundamentalist 
movement Hizbollah said Tues- 
day it will be running candidates 
for parliament, hoping to lead the 
government into taking part in 
guerrilla attacks against Israel in 
South Lebanon. 

Addressing a packed news 
conference at Hizbollah bead- 
quarters in the south Beirut shun 
of Bir Abed, the group's leader 
Hassan Nasrallah declared: “We 
have derided to take part in the 
forthcoming parliamentary elec- 
tions.” ‘ 

President Elias Hrawi hopes to 
hold the vote within three 
months, although Christian hard- 
liners are pressing for delay. 

Samir Geagea, chief of the 
right-wing Christian Lebanese 
Forces (LF), declared on Tues- 
day his group would boycott the 
vote if it were held too soon. 

The general election will be the 
first since 1972 — long before 
Hizbollah was born in 1982. 

Dr. Geagea, also speaking at a 
news conference, appealed to 
parliament on Tuesday to reject a 
draft electoral law which would 
dear the way for polls tins sum- 
mer. He said peace would hang in 
the balance if the vote took place 
soon. 

“In your bands lies a project of 
national division. Don’t legalise 
it." Dr. Geagea told parliamenta- 
rians. “The march of reconcilia- 
tion and peace stands today at a 
crossroads.” 

Dr.’ Geagea resigned from the 
government last month, saying 
Dr. Hrawfs cabinet was too pro- 
Syrian. The government timet- 
able would- means the election 
taking place before the promised 
pull-back on Syrian troops to 
eastern Lebanon in September. 

Running for the election, ten- 
tatively scheduled for July or 
August, would end a decade-long 
boycott by Hizbollah of the 
Lebanese government; whose 
overthrow it has called for repe- 
atedly in order to create an Isla- 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


Netanyahu seeks to 
become Likud leader 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Binyamin Netanyahu, spokesman 
for Israel's negotiating teams to 
peace talks with the Arabs, has 
announced he would run for 
Likud Party’s leadership. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Monday 
the Likud needed a “fundamental 
change” that would win back its 
disillusioned voters and said he 
could lead such a change. 

Likud, led by Prime Minster Yitzhak 
Shamir, has ruled out joining a 
Labour-led coalition govern- 
ment, almost certainly putting the 
right-wing faction in opposition 
for the first time since 1977. 

The centre-left Labour Party, 
which also discounted a joint' 
government, is in the unwieldy 
process of forming a coalition of 
smaller parties with widely con- 
flicting policies. 

President Chaim Hfereog met 
with officials of Likud and three 
small parties Monday as part of 
consultations expected to lead to 
his naming Labour leader Yit- 
zhak Rabm as prime minister 
later this week. 

The daily Maariv said that Mr. 


Rabm. in an effort at compromise 
between parties with opposite 
views on the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, was considering proposing a 
referendum on surrendering 
occupied land in a peace agree- 
ment. 

The vote would be held once 
U.S.-backed peace talks reach 
the stage of considering the final 
status of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

After meeting Herzog, Likud 
leaders rejected a Rabin-led 
cabinet and said they asked the 
president to name Mr. Shamir to 
head a joint government with 
Labour — like those formed after 
dose 1984 and 1988 elections. 

“I want to make it clear we will 
not join a coalition or national 
unity government beaded by Mr. 
Rabm,” Likud lawmaker Michael 
Eitan told reporters after the 
meeting. 

After the election Mr. Shamir 
announced plans to retire from 
politics, but reports have said be 
may postpone his move until 
Likud names a new leader. 
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Rabin suggests 
continual talks 
with Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel’s 
next prime minister. Labour lead- 
er Yitzhak Rabin, called on Tues- 
day for continuous negotiations 
with Palestinians in a push to 
revamp Middle East peace talks. 

Mr. Rabin who swept the left 
to victory over the hardline Likud 
government in last Tuesday's 
general election, said in a speech 
in occupied Jerusalem: 

“We must move now to have a 
continuous negotiation. Let's sit 
down, not every four, five or six 
weeks. Let's find out if it can be 
achieved or not.” 

There have been five rounds of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations in 
Washington since Middle East 
peace talks were launched in 
Madrid last October. The nego- 
tiations have made little progress 
and the next round is to be held in 
Rome after. Mr. Rabin forms his 
government. • 

Proposed guidelines for Mr. 
Rabin's cabinet urge a temporary 
halt to new Jewish settlements 
but avoid the words “settlement 
freeze” to placate potential coali- 
tion partners, a newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The careful wording is in- 
tended to allow the nationalist 
Tzomet Party, which opposes a 


construction “freeze," to sit in a 
Labour-led government with the 
left-wing Meretz, which wants to 
halt settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

The guidelines were reported 
as President Chaim Herzog- 
wound up meetings with various' 
parties on who should head 
Israel's next government. The 
meetings were mostly symbolic 
since Labour’s election win over 
the Likud Party makes Mr. Rabin 
the likely choice. 

Tzomet and Meretz are 
Labour's most likely partners, 
along with at least one religious 
party. 

A draft of government guide- 
lines published Tuesday in the 
daily Yediofo Ahronoth said that 
“during negotiations there will be 
no new settlements established.” 

While avoiding the word 
“freeze." the reported guidelines 
are in line with Labour's policy of 
curbing settlements except those 
near occupied Jerusalem and in 
the Jordan Valley that Mr. Rabin, 
feels are needed for Israei's- 
“security.” 

Tzomet leader Rafael Eitan 
told army radio he would not 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians fear 
new U.S.demands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the 
occupied territories said on Tues- 
day they feared the United States 
might try to ‘wring concessions 
ont of them to push forward 
Middle East peace talks. 

U.S. President George Bush's 
declaration that he was confident 
Washington could work with the 
government of Israel's next prime 
minister. Labour Party leader 
Yitzhak Rabin, increased Palesti- 
nian alarm. 

Peace negotiators and activists 
opposed to the U.S.-brokered 
talks said the moderate image 
projected by Mr. Rabin, who led 
the left to a general election rout 
of the hardline Likud of Yitzhak 
Shamir, could bounce back on 
them. 

“I beBeve things will be much 
more difficult under Rabin,” said 
Saeb Erekat, a member of the 
Palestinian negotiating team. 

“Rabin is a true master of half 
offers which may look attractive 
to the Americans and which may 
mean pressure on us.” 

Riyad Al Malki, a leading 
opponent of the talks the United 
States wants quickly resumed 
now that Israel’s election is over, 
said: 

“With Rabin as prime minister, 
I believe the pressure will be 
concentrated on the Palestinian 
side and not on the Israeli side.” 

U.S-Israeli ties plunged to their 


lowest level since the 1950s under 
Mr. Shamir. His refusal to stop 
settling Jews on occupied Arab 
land led to Washington shelving 
Israel's request for S10 billion in 
loan guarantees. 

Mr. Rabin crushed Likud on a 
platform calling for curbing what 
he called political Jewish settle- 
ment on the West Bank and for a 
speedy agreement on interim 
Palestinian self-rule. 

The United States prodded a 
reluctant Shamir to begin talks 
with the Arabs in Madrid last 
October. Negotiations have been 
glacial at the five sessions in 
Washington since then. 

The talks are due to resume in 
Rome after the new Israeli gov- 
ernment is formed. Labour hopes 
to assemble its coalition bv July 
13. 

Dr. Erekat and members of the 
team spent a week in Jordan 
charting strategy. They also en- 
raged foe Shamir government by 
holding an emotional public reun- 
ion with Yasser Arafat. Mr. 
Rabin has promised to review foe 
law banning contact with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Palestinians accused Mr. Sha- 
mir of foot-dragging from the 
start of negotiations — he admit- 
ted last week he wanted to spin 
out the talks for 10 years. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Hijazi 

Laboratories 

for medical analysis 


Director: Nabil A, Hijazi (M.5c Biochemistry — U.S A) 

- Military hospitals labs (l JJL.E) - i previously! 

- Senior Technics/ Specialist - Du Font Co, medical products - 
diagnostics division (prevfoosiyl. 

It is our pleasure to announce the inauguration of our new 
laboratories with the following facilities: 

1 } State - of - the - art clinical analyzers. 

2) Experienced, qualified staff. 

3) Shortest turn around time with high quality results. 

Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle - Mai Zyadeh Street 
Al KhalidI Hospital Area - near Sudanese Embassy. 
Tel.: 617303 - P.O.Box: 830043 Zahran - Fax: 617303 
* Working hours daily except Friday 
from 8:00 a^n. till 8:00 p.m. 
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Sanctions on Libya have little 
economic effect, but harm military 


TRIPOLI (AP) — International 
sanctions imposed more than two 
months ago have had little econo- 
mic impact in Libya, bnt tile arms 
embargo has caused problems for 
the military. 

On April 15, the U.N. Security 
Council ordered a ban on interna- 
tional flights, an arms embargo 
and reductions in diplomatic per- 
sonnel. 

The sanctions were imposed to 
punish Libya for refusing to sur- 
render two supsects in the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Scotland. 

They have caused slight in- 
creases in some prices, upset 
some business and travel sche- 
dules and produced general 
gloom, but have not really 
squeezed the economy because 
oil, the mainstay, is exported by 
sea. 

Problems have arisen in the 
armed forces, however. 

With the departure of about 
2,000 Russian military experts 
soon after April 15, Libya’s milit- 
ary has been considerably 
weakened, according to foreign 
diplomats. 

Libyan arms, mostly of Soviet 
manufacture, are believed to be 
in poor condition for lack of spare 
parts and expertise, the diplomats 
said on condition of anonymity. 


An explosion June 20 in an 
ammunition depot 25 kilometres 
from Tripoli revived charges by 
tiie government that the sanctions 
are killing Libyans. 

The official news agency 
JANA gave the casualties as 12 
dead and 143 injured. It said 
some lives were lost because the 
air embargo made it impossible to 
fry victims out of the country for 
advanced treatment unabaflabie 
in Libya. 

JANA said several victims died 
en route to Malta by sea for 
treatment, bnt a spokesman for 
the Maltese government, Tony 
Farms, said it was unaware of any 
injured Libyans heading for the 
Mediterranean island by sea. 

In a report to the Libyan legisl- 
ature, Health- Minister Zcidan 
Badr Zsidan spoke of “negative 
repercussions” to health services 
because of the sanctions. 

Before the sanctions, he said, 
more than 600 sick Libyans 
travelled abroad by air annually 
for treatment. As a result of the 
ban. be added, “a number of the 
ill have died” since April 15. He 
gave no figures. 

Mr. Zeidan also complained of 
shortages in serums Libya used to 
import by air. 

In Tripoli's old Bab Ai Hur- 
reya market, women from Chad 


and Mali sold their wares for 
prices higher than before. 

Fatima Aly, a Libyan house- 
wife, pointed to a bottle of hair 
oil from Nigeria and said: “This 
cost 1.25 dinars last month. Now 
it’s two dinars.” 

“It’s getting harder to travel 
now," said Jaramal Bashir, a Li- 
byan shopowner. He said banks 
had less foreign currency avail- 
able for travellers. 

For the past three years, the 
government has allowed Libyans 
to take out the equivalent of $300 
a year, or $1,000 every other 
year. 

Bernd Schrimpf, production 
manager for Wintershall Oil Co., 
a German firm operating in 
Libya, said the sanctions had 
caused inconvenience, mainly by 
slowing down travel for vacation- 
ing employees. 

In the long term, he said, 
planes taking employees to desert 
posts within the country might 
have mechanical problems due to 
lack of spare pans. 

The sanctions resolution and 
another passed in January de- 
manded that Libya turn the two 
Libyans over to the United States . 
or Britain for trial. Libya refused, 
saying its laws would not allow 
that. 


First U.N. 
peacekeepers 
due in 
Somalia 
this week 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
first of 50 military observers on a 
U.N. mercy mission will arrive in 
Somalia on July 5 and the rest 
about July 10. U.N. officials 
announced on Monday. 

Spokesman Francois Giuliani 
said the Security Council had 
approved deployment of the 
observers to monitor a ceasefire, 
following approval of two war- 
lords feuding in the Somali capit- 
al of Mogadishu. 

But diplomats said there was 
no agreement yet to send 500 
Pakistani troops to guard relief 
supplies destined for die coun- 
try's starving people caught in a 
civil waT that has reduced the 
country to anarchy. 

Secretary. General Bbutros 
Gbali, m a" letter to the Security 
Council, said the venture, known 
as the U.N. Operation in Somali 
/UNOSOM), would be beaded 
by Brigadier General Imtiaz Sha- 
heen of Pakistan. 

The 50 unarmed military obser- 
vers are to include officers from 
Austria. Bangladesh, Czechoslo- 
vakia. Egypt, Fiji, Finland, In- 
donesia. Jordan, Morocco and 
Zimbabwe, he said. 

Mohammad Sahnoun of Alger- 
ia, the special U.N. representa- 
tive for Somalia, has said that as 
many as 5,000 Somali children 
under five years of age were 
dying every day of malnutrition 
and that another 4.5 million peo- 
ple risked starvation. 

At least 150 fleeing Somali 
refugees died from hunger and 
thirst recently when a ship car- 
rying ran aground off Yemen and 
at first was refused entry. About 
3,700 survivors were eventually 
brought ashore. 

Mr. Sahnoun last week man- 
aged to get the approval of 
General Mohammad Fara 
Aideed, one of the Somali war- 
lords fighting for control of the 
capital, to send the military 
observers, the secretary-general 
said. 

Gen. Aideed bad originally ob- 
jected to the officers appearing in 
uniform. He has also opposed armed 
and uniformed U.N. soldiers to 
guard the relief supplies and has 
not yet agreed to the contingent 
of 500 soldiers proposed by the 
Security’ Council. 


Boudiafs last words: ‘We 
are all going to die’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Tele- 
vision showed the last moment of 
Head of State Mohammad 
Boudiaf, slain in a hail of bullets 
on Monday jusT after he told bis 
audience, “we are all going to 
die” 

His final words in the brief 
broadcast were: “We most 
known that the life of a human 
being is very short. We are all 
going to die. Why should (the 
authorities) cling so much to 
power?” 

“Other peoples have overtaken 
us by technology and science. 
Islam ...” — his words were then 
interrupted by gunfire. 

Moments earlier Mr. Boudiaf. 
in a grey suit and seated at ease, 
drew applause when be said 
Algeria must not rely on external 
help. 

. “Our good is within ns and our 
evfl is within us,” he said. 

He broke off at the sound of a 
muffled explosion from his left, 
looking in puzzlement from a 
tower-decked platform in a 
crowded cultural centre hall.. 

The camera swung from the 
president to show people diving 
beneath plush leather seats in the 
new hall which Mr. Bondiaf was 
officially inaugurating in Annaba, 
east Algeria. 

Moments later it panned to the 
collapsed table in front of his now 
empty seat. 

Plainclothes police with drawn 
pistols and one with a sub- 


machinegun milled around. Near- 
by, shielded by security men, Mr. 
Boudiaf lay sprawled on a 
stretcher. 

His arms hung by his side, his 
jacket open. Foi an instant his 
head appeared to move before 
the camera view was blocked. 

A man seated next to Mr. 
Boudiafs empty chair held his 
head in despair. Other people 
moved around in shock. 

The official news agency APS 
reported earlier that a grenade 
had been thrown under the presi- 
dent’s seat after a diversionary 
explosion. 

Then an unidentified gunman 
in police uniform had moved 
from behind curtains at the back 
of the stand and emptied his gun 
towards Mr. Boudiaf, hitting him 
in the back and head. 

Moments after the stretcher 
disappeared from view, automa- 
tic gunfire mixed with at least a 
dozen single shots reverberated 
through the hall. 

Women screamed as people 
dived for cover. Others fled 
through a doorway past a toppled 
televirion camera. APS reported 
41 people were wounded. 

There was no sign on televirion 
of the assassin, who APS said was 
immediately shot dead by Mr. 
Boudiafs bodyguard. 

The television said later Mr. 
Boudiafs body had been re- 
turned to Algiers and he would 
be buried in three days. 


Top Fateh 
leader 
slain in 
S. Lebanon 

SEDON (R) — Gunmen assassin- 
ated the top commander of Fateh 
in Lebanon on Tuesday, pumping 

- six bullets into his head and diest 
in a roadside ambush, security 
sources said. 

They said Fateh Lieutenant- 
Colonel Anwar Madi died in hos- 
pital after his BMW car was 
ambushed in the southern port of 
Sidon by gunmen firing sub- 
mac hineguns. 

The car stopped after three 
bodyguards were wounded. A 
lone gunmen then approach it 
and fired five pistol shots at col. 
Madi. The Lebanese army laun- 
ched a hunt for the killers. 

, Col. Madi, who was in his 
fifties, was appojnted Fateh's top 
political and military officer in 
Lebanon in April. 

He was the latest of several 
Palestinian leaders to be attacked 
in South Lebanon this year. 
Lebanese Security sources have 
said inter-Palestinian power 
struggles were behind most of the 
attacks but Palestinian officials 
have blamed Israel. 

Lebanese troops rooted 
Palestinian guerrillas in the south ,] 
in July last year, forcing 
thousands back into refugee 
camps and taking over their last 
bases facing Israeli forces in 
Lebanon. 

Diplomats said Palestinian 
guerrillas bad in recent months 
increasingly been able to sneak 
out of camps near Sidon to attack 
Israeli forces despite Lebanese 
troops guarding the camps’ exits 
and entrances. 

A bomb wounded military 
commander Sultan Aba Al Ai- 
nain and eight of his bodyguards 
in April at Palestinian refugee 
camp near the port of Tyre. Mr. 
Ainain, who suffered only minor 
injuries, blamed “Israeli agents.” 

In January, the bullet-riddled 
body of Samir Hammouda, a 
radical Palestinian official, was 
found near ’Ain Hilweb camp 
east of Sidon. 

Mr. Hammouda, 27, was a 
former official of a breakaway 
faction of the Fateh Revolution- 
ary Council (FRQ but left it in 
April last year. The FRC, which 
split from the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in 1974, 
is led by Abu Nidal. . 

At about the same time as Mr. 
Hatnmouda’s killing, Hussein 
Sul ai man, an official in Force 17 

— Fateh’s security network — 
was hit by two bullets as he left 
his house in Sidon. 

Last December gunmen killed 
fundamentalist Palestinian leader 
Sheikh Hisham Al Shiraideh in 
’Ain Al Hilweh. 

Sheikh Shiraideh led a break- 
away PLO faction opposed to 
alcohol and men and women 
meeting outride their families. 
He was believed to be behind a 
string of bombings of liquor 
stores and cinemas, security 
sources said. 


Kabul gets new 
president to try to 
solve old problems 


KABUL ( AP) — War-devastated 
Afghanistan got a new president 
in its first peaceful transfer of 
power in nearly a century, but he 
immediately faced pressure from 
fundamentalists who want a strict 
Islamic state. 

Sibgaafnllah Mojaddidi, who 
headed the two-month caretaker 
government that took over after 
the collapse of die former com- 
munist regime, Sunday surrendered 
authority as promised to a council 
of fellow rebel leaders. 

The council immediately pick- 
ed Burhannuddm Rabbani to suc- 
ceed him. 

Red and green' tracer ballets 
streaked across the night sky, and 
tanks, mortars and grenades ex- 
ploded for nearly an hour after 
state-run radio and television 
announced the first peaceful 
transfer of power since 1901. 

Mr. Rabbani is to be president 
just four months under an agree- 
ment drafted by rebel chiefs to 
transform Afghanistan from a 
communist to an Islamic state. 
His administration will be re- 
sponsible for preparing for 
national elections. 

But even before Mr. Rabbani 
took office, fundamentalists were 
outlining conditions for their sup- 
port of him. 

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. leader 
of the renegade Hezb-e-Islanri 
factions, threatened to withdraw 
his support if the new leader does 
not curb robberies, killings and 
other crimes that have become 
common -in this city of 1.5 mil- 
lion. 

“There is no administration, no 
order in Kabul,” said Mr. Hek- 
matyar. wbo once threatened to 
destroy the capital in his own bid 
for power. “There’s a different 
government on every street. Peo- 


ple don’t feel that their lives, 
property and honour are secure.” 

Abdul Rasool Sayyaf, leader of 
the Ittehad-e-IsIami faction sup- 
ported by underground Arab 
groups, said everything from the 
armed forces to the country’s 
economic system should be 
reorganised to adhere to Islamic 
principles. 

“We pray for the success of 
Professor Rabbani. We announce 
our support for his noble goal of 
establishing a pure Islamic gov- 
ernment ... with no traces of 
atheism, oppre ss ion or corrup- 
tion," Mr. Sayyaf said. 

Although considered fun- 
damentalist, Mr. Rbbani also is 
known as being pragmatic and 
willin g to compromise. 

In his farewell address, Mr. 
Mojaddidi accused Mr. Rabbani, 
Mr. Hekmatyar and Mr. Sayyaf 
of ttying to sabotage his adminis- 
tration. He warned of forces 
trying to divide Afghanistan and 
prevent healing of the ethnic, 
ideological and religious wounds 
of a 14-year avil war that has left 
more than half of its 15 million people 
dead, wounded or living in exile. 

“A number of elements are ont 
to fan discord among various 
tribes and sects and want to stake 
the interests of the country on 
their personal gain,” Mr. Mojad- 
didi said. 

“I appeal to ail citizens of the 
Muslim nation of Afghanistan to 
realise tire sensitivity of our time 
and join hands for the restoration 
of peace and security of our 
beloved country,” he said. 

Mr. Rabbani smiled through- 
out Mojaddidi’s speech. After- 
wards, he embraced Mr. Mojad- 
didi and shook his hand. 

“This is a test, not a prize. I 
pray that God will give us 
strength,” Mr. Rabbani said. 


Israeli official opposes 
compensation for Palestinian 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A justice ministry official 
urged Tuesday that the supreme 
court reduce state compensation 
to a Palestinian who lost both 
hands when soldiers ordered him' 


removing the flag, it awarded him 
800.000 shekels ($333,000) in 
damages, newspapers reported. 

Ptia Albeck, director of aril 
litigation in the attorney general’s 
office. T Sppfeafed : to 'the" ‘Supreme? 


to -remove a Palestinian-flag-from— couitto-ctit Mr.’Ghanem’scom- 
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an electrical wire. 

Jihad Juma Ghanem, 25,- of the 
West Bank town of Hebron, suf- 
fered serious bums in January 
1989 when be used a metal rod to 
remove the flag. Both hands later 
were amputated. 

Press reports at the time said 
Mr. Ghanem bad been ordered 
by soldiers to remove the flag, 
which Israel has outlawed. 

Mr. Ghanem, who ran a sand- 
wich stand, sued the state for 
damages. 

Although the court dismissed 
arguments that soliders bad 
ordered him to use the pole in 


pensatitfa. 

“I wrote in the -appeal that -be 
could continue to manage a busi- 
ness with the artificial limbs by 
hiring an employee to sell the 
falafel and, therefore, should be 
compensated for the salary and 
not for the loss of a business,’ she 
told army radio on Tuesday. 

Mr. Ghanem, however, told 
the Hebrew daily Yedioth Ahro- 
noth: “I can’t work. How can I 
make falafel? “I can’t even grab a 
pita (bread) with my plastic 
’hand.” 

It was not the first time Mrs. 
Albeck has opposed damage 
awards to Palestinians. 


Boudiaf killing shows Islamic radicals far from beaten 


By Patrick McDowell 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — If proven to be the 
work of an Islamic assassin, the 
kilting Monday of Algerian lead- 
er Mohammad Boudiaf would 
show that an extremist Muslim 
underground has developed into 
a high-powered organisation. 

No one claimed responsibility 
for Mr. Boudiafs slaying, bnt 
fundamentalists bave the most 
obvious motive. They have en- 
gaged in numerous attacks on 
police since the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), the country’s most 
popular party, was robbed of an 
election victory. 

Seven top from leaders, all of 
whom face the death penalty, 
went on trial last week in a 
military court for fomenting 


armed rebellion. 

The trial raised expectations of 
violence. If fundamentalists 
reached as high as Mr. Boudiaf. 
the slaying is bound to send shock 
waves through authoritative Arab 
governments in Tunisia, Egypt 
and elsewhere that are trying to 
balance demands for democracy 
against violent fundamentalist 
movements. 

The Algerian military leaders, 
who toppled President Chadfi 
Benjedid and cancelled the coun- 
try’s first free parliamentary elec- 
tions, in January appointed Mr. 
Boudiaf as president of the five- 
man, military-backed High State 
Committee. The Islamic Salva- 
tion Front was die projected win- 
ner of the parliamentary vote. 

The army now may drop the 
thin pretense that Chilians are 


governing Algeria. Mr. Boudiafs 
killing could motivate Algeria’s 
generals to expand a state or 
e m ergency imposed Feb. 9. 

Under the state of emergency, 
rallies and public gatherings are 
banned. The government has 
taken over all mosques, replacing 
activists imams with their own 
men. No praying is allowed on 
sidewalks outside the mosques — 
once the sites of prayer services 
that resembled political, rallies. 

.Thousands of fundamentalist 
activists have been arrested. The 
president, vice president and five 
other officials of die now-banned 
FIS have been jailed for a year. 
Their case, on charges of foment- 
ing and conducting armed rebel- 
lion against the state, is just 
coining to trial. 

Several Islamic guerrillas have 


been sentenced to death for dead- 
ly attacks on police. 

The rating high state commit- 
tee’s most powerful member. De- 
fence Minister General Khaled 
Nezzar, could take Mr. Boudiafs 
title and rule outright. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Gen. Nezzar was one of three 
general s who helped push Presi- 
dent Benjadid from power on 
Jan. 11. He played a leading role 
in the four-month state of 
emergency Benjedid declared in 
Jane to suppress fundamentalist 
unrest that claimed at least 55 
lives. 

Mr. Bondiaf, a 73-year-old war 
hero, said recently mat presiden- 
tial elections might be held within 


a year, with himself as candidate. 
Elections now seem highly un- 
likely. 

Though Mr. Bondiaf pledged 
to eventually resume democratic 
reforms, Us support for the milit- 
ary’s bloody repression of fun- 
damentlaists showed he did not 
intend that reforms apply to the 
country’s most popular party. 

Mr. Boudiaf lacked diarisma- 
and had no personal power base. 
He never emerged from under 
the military’s shadow. 

The coup leaders had hoped 
Mr. Bondiaf would bring legi- 
timacy to the rating committee. 
Mr. Boudiaf was one of the six 
leaders of the eight-year war 
against France, but he quickly 
(fi appeared from the national 
scene after the country gained 
independence in 1962. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Liquefied gas tanker joins Libyan fleet 

NICOSIA (R) — Libya’s fost liquefied natural gas tanker, built in 
Japan, joined the conntgrs fleet on Sunday, the Libyan news 
agency JANA said. The 3,837-tonne tanker A! Tahadi (The 
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trillion cubic metre. JANA said the new tanker berthed at Tripoli 
carrying a cargo of liquefied gas from one of Libya’s pons. It said 
the General National Maritime Transport Company would enter 
for the first time the field of gas transport. 

Kuwait sends food to famine areas in Africa 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti-based charity said on Monday it has 
despatched 1,800 metric tonnes of food supplies to help famine- 
stricken areas in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia. The Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said the African Muslims Committee had sent 
the food to northern Kenya to be distributed in the three 
countries over the coming three months through a joint program- 
me with the World Food Programme. 

Iran, Tajikistan sign cooperation agreements 

NICOSIA (AP) — Tajikistan’s President Rahman Nabiyev and 
his delegation signed a series of cooperation agreements with Iran 
on Tuesday as they wound up their trip to the country, the official 
Islamic Republic News Agency reported. President Hashemi 
Rafsanjam saw off the Tajik delegation at Tehran’s airport as they 
departed on a cultural trip to the southern Iranian city of Shiraz 
before flying to Pakistan later in the day. “We should all help this 
newly independent Muslim and Persian-speaking republic to 
resume its normal life,” Mr. Ra&anjani said, referring to the new 
country’s emergence from decades of communist rale. Tajikistan 
is the only former Soviet republic to share linguistic ties with Iran. 
It has been in the forefront of ’efforts by Tehran to boost its 
influence in the Muslim republics of the former Soviet Uni on. The 
Iranian efforts have alarmed Western countries, which fear 
Tehran might try to spread its anti-Western Islamic revolution to 
the new republics. The Iranian news agency, monitored in 
Cyprus, said Mr. Nabiyev and his accompanying ministers signed 
cooperation agreements in the fields of economics, politics and 
culture. In remarks at the airport, Mr. Rafsanjani stressed the 
need to expand trade as well as ground and air Hnks between the 
two countries, the agency reported. On Monday, Mr. Nabiyev 
secured $50 million in credits from Iran to purchase “industrial 
facilities" from Tehran, state-run television reported. 

Egyptian students stage midnight exam protests 

CAIRO (R) — Hundreds of Egyptian high school students 
besieged examination centres after midnight on Monday, protest- 
ing that the annual state algebra examination was too hard. 
Newspapers said girls fainted in hysterical crowds and hundreds of 
angry readers phoned in to complain that their children's lives 
were being ruined because of exam questions which even a genius 
could not answer. Some students, egged on by their parents, tried 
to climb the gates of a branch of the ruling National Democratic 
Party at 1 .00 a.m. to demand a rerun of the examination, part of a 
set which students must pass to quality for higher education. 
Education Minister Hussein Bahaeddin promised after a crisis ’ 
meeting with officials to reweight the answers, giving more pouts ' 
to die easier questions. 

UAE pledges support for Eritrea 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
pledged Monday to assist' Eritrea’s provisional government inifae 
reconstruction of die war-damaged African country, The pledge ' 
of support was made at a meeting between Asasf Aforki, the 
visiting leader of the Eritrean* provisional' government, and 
Sheikh Sultan Ben Zayed, deputy -prime minister add son bf 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI Nahayan. Mr. Aforki. 
who started a'three-day visit to the country on Saturday, said the 
UAE was “the only country that stood by the Eritrean people 
during its long struggle for freedom from the Ethiopian occupa- 
tion.” At a meeting with the Eritrean community in the country, 
Mr. Afo rki said about 250,000 Eritrean refugees were beginning 
to return to their homeland from neighbouring countries, 
particularly Sudan. "Today we are facing a reconstruction battle 
which is no less than the battle for the country's liberation,” he 
said, urging his community to extend help for die rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of Eritrea. Diplomats here said Mr. AforkTs 
visit was aimed at generating financial support from the oil-rich 
Gulf, particularly from the UAE, for.the reconstruction of the 
war-damaged economy. The Eritrean struggle for freedom from 
Ethiopia was one of the longest on the African continent, and 
involved bitter rivalry among the various rival factions, who still 
remain riisnuTteri 

Accidental bomb drop kills 2 in Turkey 

DIYARBAKJR, Turkey (R) — Turkish military plane 
accidentally dropped a bomb on a village killing two people and 
injuring 10 others on Monday, a senior security official said. “It 
was an accident. No Turkish plane would intentionally bomb a 
Turkish village ” said the official in the regional capital of 
piya rbaJar. The semi-official Anatolia news agency sad the 
bomb killed a 20-year-old woman and a seven-year-old girl in 
Ormancik on a high plateau in southeastern Hakkari province. 
Turkish planes fly frequent reconnaissance missions seeking 
guerrilla camps of the separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK)- 

Bomb targets Israeli allies In Lebanon 

TYRE, Lebanon (R) — A bomb exploded near a rnffitia patrol cm 
Tuesday in Israel-controlled South Lebanon, security sources 
said. The roadside bomb blew up as militiamen of the Isaefi* 
backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) passed near the village of 
Dier Siriane, six kilometres northwest of the border with toad- 
The sources said there were believed to be no casualties. No 
group immediately claimed responsibility for the attack. 
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■Symposium on health, environmental 
threats in Jordan and in world ends 


S SALT (Petra) — A one-day sym- 
'• posnnn on health and die en> 
\ wromncnt on Tuesday discussed 
Kj environmental problems facing 
v gikp governorate and promoted 
■ n , bean) awareness. 

The symposium, organised by 
Gi -the Jordanian Society for the 
v Control of Environmental Polln- 
; non (J5CEP), with German 
’ Friedrich Naum aim Corporation 
r sod Salt Development Corpora- 
' ptai, discussed four papers by 
academics from the Ministry of 

~ Health, the Univeraty of Jordan 
and the Royal Sdentific Society 

S (RSS)- • 

iL Addressing the symposium, 
■ax JSCEP Vice President Moham- 
mad Masalhah said themeeting 
aimed at promoting environmen- 
tal awareness and die role the 
community can play in preserving 
w environment. 

Representative of the 
■f=7 Neumann Corporation, Walter 
^ Rbodel, reaffirmed the dose rela- 


tion between nature and man, 
saying that such a relationship is 
directly influenced by the balance 
between chemical and biological 
elements. He warned of the dan- 
gers facing fbe'planet from natu- 
ral resource exploitation and eco- 
nomic growth. 

He added that the environmen- 
tal crisis is man-made and stres- 
sed the importance of sdentific 
research. 

Head of environmental control 
at die Health Ministry, Hussein 
A1‘ Kharidaq , spoke about' the 
effects of environmental poDu- 
tion, saying that such threats have 
no political or geological borders. 
He cited the depletion of the 
ozone layer, global warning and 
polluted water resources as exam- 
ples of the universality of the 
danger. 

Director of Balqa Health De- 
partment Samir A1 Awamlch pre- 
sented a paper on environmental 
pollution and a study on the 


JDTC handicraft exhibit 
focuses on new exports 


V?.- AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
*£ Queen Noor Tuesday visited the 
'fe Jordan Design and Trade, Centre 
^ (JDTC) where an Exhibition 
being held to familiarize the pub- 
5 c tic with JDTC activities and its 
Si new handicrafts, the production 
■*: of which is benefiting many fanri- 
ties throughout the Kingdom, 
"<! said a statement from the Noor 
~<s Al Hussein foundation. 

£■* JDTC, a project of the Noor Al 


Centre, a new weaving centre 
recently opened in Rrmoun, the 
Gaza refugee camp, Al Hadri- 
miyya and Al Hnsseiniyya vil- 
lages near Ma’an, and in com- 
munity centres in Amman. They 
will be shown over the coming 
months at the International Car- 
pet and Rug Market in Atlanta,- 
the International Gift Fair in New 
York, and the Maison des Inter- 
nationanx Create nrs home fhr- 


Hussein Foundation, supports , flashings show in Paris. 


2,000 craft producers in 20 diffe- 
rent craft groups in Jordan with 
product development, technical 
and management training, and 
marketing. The product display 
highlighted die Centre’s new ex- 
ports which include carpets with 
mosaic and Islamic calligraphy 
motifs, cenmric stoneware, and 
embroidered home furnishings 
featuring indigenous stitches and 
'patterns which had been in dan- 
ger of dying out. 

These products are made by 
women in the Jerash Handicraft 


JDC’s products are locally 
available at hotel gift shops, die 
Duty Free Shop, and tourist sites. 

JDC was established by the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation in 
1990 as - part of the National 
Handicraft Develo p me nt Project 
to revitalize handicrafts through a. 
business-oriented approach that 
focuses on market expansion. 
The primary objectives of the 
project are to create jobs, in- 
crease income, and to upgrade 
die quality of life of needy fami- 
lies and communities in Jordan. 


Family and community 
medicine centres to be built 
iirjbi^an^ ■ . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- ' said Dr. Abbas v t , 

try bf Health is enhstipg the " At the same done,' the Health 
assistance of Jordanian and Fore- Ministry is imming short-term 
ign universities to establish cen- training courses for doctors em- 
tres for studies on family and ployed at government hospitals 
/immunity medicine, according and health centres. Dr. Abbas 
to Dr. Adnan Abbas, die health added. 

The mhiisljy has plan* to send 

rUioJ tn versrty of Beirut in Lebanon and 
J5 y rfan and Egyptian universi- 

{nrnkm.nt.-fl. community medicine, 

While implementing this pro- rv_ auw ^a 

ject, the Health ! Hasty forged ADOas 

an agreement with a univeraty in He added that once the minis . 

die IMnd States and is m constant try has obtained a sufficient num- 

contact with the faculties of medi- ber of doctors to be employed for 

cine at the Univenaty of Jordan this vital project, they will be 

and the Jordan Univeraty of So- distributed to various governo- 

ence and Technology (JUST), rates. 



^Princess Sarvath attends graduation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Al 
Hassan Tuesday attended the graduation of the 24th batch of 
graduates from Qadisiyyah Community College and handed 
diplomas to graduating students. The graduation ceremony was 
attended by senior Ministry of Higher Education officials, as well 
as students guardians. - 

Marketing workshop for rural products 

MAAN (Petra) — Princess Basma Social Services Centre in Maan 
organised Tuesday, in cooperation with the cooperative organisa- 
tion, a workshop on techniques for marketing products at the 
rural bazaar, now being held at the centre. The workshop and the 
bazzar aim . to market products by rural women in Maan 
governorate. 

Ministry to mark new Hijri year 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
wiO mark Wednesday the new Hijri yearwirich falls on Thursday' 
Jnly 2. A mam celebration win be held on the occasion at AJ 
l Hussein? Mosque in downtown Amman. The celebration w31 
■ iheiude addresses by Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister I/zeddm 
Al Kbatib Al Tamimi, Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs 
Atef Al Bntoush and Armed Forces Mufti Noah Sal m a n . 

Department closes wells 

2HARQA. (Petra) — The Zarqa Health Department has decided 
to dose down five water wells because the water was unfit for 
human consumption. Department Director Abdnl Aziz Al 
Shrehteh said. Dr. Shreideh called on owners of wells in the 
governorate to abide by health regulations set by the department 
and to sterilise water by adding chlorine 


water in the governorate. Dr. 
Awamelh called for linking an 
houses in the city to a water 
network and stressed toe need for 
establishing water purification . 
plants in toe governorate. 

Dr.- Qussay Mahasneh, from 
the University of Jordan Faculty 
of Medicine presented a paper on* 
the effects of pharmaceutical in- 
dustries and hospital waste on 
environment. He said burying 
such waste was important ana 
that plants to purify liquid waste 
from hospitals were needed. 

Ran da Kbatib. from the RSS 
building research centre, pre- 
sented a paper on environmental 
planning of Salt She said Salt 
Suffered from planning and con- 
struction problems. 

One hundred people from the 
health sector, municipalities, and 
official departments and various 
pharmaceutical companies 
at t ended the symposium. 

Plan for 
Jordan licence 
plates approved 

AMMAN (Petra) — The coun- 
cil of min isters has approved a 
plan allowing trucks with tem- 
porary licence plates to have 
Jordanian plates if their own- 
ers pay customs duty and other 
. fees; the fees can be paid by 
installment. 

A statement by the Ministry 
of Finan ce and Customs said 
that owners of such trucks can 
apply for Jordanian plates if 
they owned their vehicles be- 
fore June 30. 1992 and if they 
meet the foDowing conditions: 
Truck owners apply for the 
plan before November 1992; 
trucks and trailers have licence 
plates from non-Jordanian 
Arab countries and are owned 
by Jordanian citizens; — cus- 
toms duty and other taxes are 
paid monthly, with the first 
installment being no less than 
10 per cent of toe total amount 
required customs duty and 
fees. The remaining sum can 
be spread over 5 years; — 
those wishing to pay -toe cus- 
toms duty by installment must 
also produce a bank guarantee 
to support their application — 
all -vehicles, must have cocnpre- 
. hensjive jnsnrapce^-. cpyqjjuog 
the vehicle’s valM;"—.Htruck ' 

, erwpeys wfo delay payment tor 
six months risk their vehicles 
being impounded and sold by 
auction. 

The statement said that reg- 
ulations covering the new plan 
have been distributed to all _ 
customs stations. 


132 summer 
clubs to open 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education will open on 
Saturday 132 summer dubs in the 
Kingdom. 

The summer dubs, expected to 
be attended by 17,975 students, 
mil last for four weeks. Students 
enrolled in these clubs will re- 
ceive lessons and training in 
sports, science, art, Islamic 
education, music, sewing, typing, 
and computers, according to 
Arbour Stnhdeh, head of the sum- 
mer dubs and public service sec- 
tion at the ministry. 

Students will also have a 
chance to read newspapers and 
books, available at every summer 
dub. They will also visit 
archaeological and tourist attrac- 
tions and see educational films , 
Mr. Shihdeh urged families to 
encourage their children to enrol. 

In another development, the 
ministry will hold a three-week 
camp, the Al Hussein Camp for 
Wort, Abort 120 students from 
the 10th and 11th grades of minis , 
try schools will attend the camp. 
Participants are expected to build 
walls and pave school-yards in six 
schools in Rabba in south Jordan. 
In the afternoon, students will 
take part in educational, sodal 
and recreational activities. The 
mimstiy will provide uniforms 
and pocket money, as well as 
transportation from the camp to 
the work sites. 


Jordan Times 
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Relief planes land In Sarajevo 

_ Although sporadic shelling 

{Continued from page l) .continued in parts of toe Bosnian 
Sarajevo airport Monday, pulling capital, and the amount of air\ 
back into surrounding territory, lifted supplies was a drop in the 
j.’^lXN. peacekeepers raised the ocean for the 300,000 hungry 
I U.N. flag over toe tarmac. civilians. trapped in the city, there 

' But U-N. officials cautioned was a new air of optimism and 
: toil tire airfield would not be many people were ont_ in the 
L secure for an airlift until more streets, 
peacekeepers arrived. “The opening of the airport is a' 


symbol of the opening of the 
.{town and the end of the suffer- 
ing," said Radio Sarajevo editor 
Gqrdana Sanrfio-Hadzfh asanovk . 
I But occasional firing in the city 
centre and old town and in the 
Dobrinja suburb dose to die air- 
port ‘to :toe southwest showed 
how easily the optimism might be 
shattered. 


S. Korea donates 17 vehicles 

AMMAN (J.T.) — South Korea on Tuesday presented the Civil 
Defence Department (CDD) witta 17 pick-up cars and a South 
Koran-made water tanker. 

The gift was presented to CDD Director General Afif Al Ghoul 
by the South Korean Ambassador to Jordan, Han-Choou Lee. 

The CDD chief thanked the ambassador for his country’s gift 
which, be said, will be used to further promote the department’s 
endeavours to protect dvflfans and their property. 

The 17 vehicles will be used for CCD operations. 

The presentation of the gift ceremony was attended by Minister 
of Interior Jawdat Al Sboul and other officials. 


Abu Jaber in Hungary holds 
talks on greater cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Hunga- 
rian Foreign Minister, Gira 
Parinsky, met vititing Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber in Budapest and announced 
later that Iris government was 
determined to lay the foundation 
for high-level cooperation with 
Jordan in various fields. 

The Hungarian minister said 
that his country deeply appreci- 
ates the policies of His Majesty 
King Hussein who is admired by 
Hungarians. 

The minister also spoke in de- 
tail about the recent develop- 
ments m Eastern Europe, in par- 
ticular Hungary. 

Dr. Abu Jaber held compre- 
hensive talks with Mr. Parinsky, 
reviewing Jordanian-Hungarian 
relations in various fields. The 
two ministers also discussed 
issues and problems in Europe 
and the Middle East. 

Dr. Abu Jaber presented an 
outline of Jordan’s democratic 
experiment and toe Kingdom’s 
continued efforts to ensure peace 
through the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions, that, call for Israel's with- 
drawal from Arab territories and 



Students turning to vocational 
training to meet local demand 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- Mr. Nasrallah noted in his 
try of Education said Tuesday statement that his department 
that its schools offering vocation- was currently involved in prepar- 
al training courses and academic ing new curricula and new tex- 
teachmg have so far graduated tbooks for the vocational training 
78,116 students. classes to run in line with the 

The trainees have taken general plan of overhauling the 
courses in industry, handicrafts, educational system in Jordan, 
commerce, hotel management, which is based on resolutions and 
agriculture, nursing, postal ser- recommendations issued by the 
vices and dressmaking, according 1987 national education oonfer- 
to a ministry statement. ence. 

The statement said that stu- Mr. Nasrallah explained that 
dents turning to vocational train- agricultural training will be di- 
ing courses at government, vided into courses on animals and 
schools are increasing, indicating plants and vocational classes, to 
a trend among students to learn be supplied with modern eqirip- 
trades highly demanded in the ment and held in modern build- 
local labour market. mgs that cater to the needs of 

The director of the ministry's vocational training, 
vocational training department. According to Mr. Nasrallah, 
Ali Nasrallah, said that these the new plan meets the needs of 
schools have been supplying the the local companies for skilled 
'local market with much needed labour and offers students a 
skilled people, who are replacing chance to work for local firms 
non Jordanian workers m toe “while continuing their training 
country. courses. 





Jordan phosphates sets 
joint venture with Japan 


Kamel Abu Jaber 

provide for Palestinians to regain 
their legitimate rights in their 
homeland/ 

Talks between Dr. Abu Jaber 
and his Hungarian counterpart 
were preceded by a tour of va- 
rious organisations. Dr. Abu Ja : 
ber and his delegation visited the 
president and members of the 
parliamentary Arab-Hungarian 
friendship society. 

Discussions during the visit co- 
vered issues and challenges facing 
the two countries and means of 
fostering bilateral ties. 


By Jane Arraf 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan's phos- 
phate company, a major world 
producer, is planning joint ven- 
tures with Japan and India in a. 
push to increase its share of the 
refined fertilisers market, its 
managing director said on Mon- 
day. 

Thabet Al-Taher said in an 
interview that the Jordan Phos- 
phates Mines Company Ltd. will 
sign an agreement next month 
with four Japanese companies to 
build a $60 million plant at the 
Red Sea port of Aqaba expea ed 
to begin production in 1994. 

He said the project will use 
Potash, Phosphoric and Sulphuric 
acids and ammonia to produce 
300,000 tonnes of complex ferti- 
liser a .year for the Japanese 
market. 

“We cannot continue to de- 
pend on exporting raw products 
— there is a trend toward import- 
ing finished products and we have 
to try to meet that demand,” 
Taher said. 

He said importers such as 
Japan and France, worried about 


the environmental impart of ferti- 
liser plants on their own soil, 
were now increasingly buying 
finished products. 

Jordan’s phosphate industry, 
the third largest in the world and 
one of the Kingdom's main fore-' 
ign exchange learners,- has suf- 
fered along with other major 
producers from a drop in the 
world market caused by upheaval 
in eastern Europe. 

Total world phosphates exports 
dropped by 13.5 per cent in 1991 
from the previous year largely 
because of the loss of markets in 
the former Soviet Union which 
stopped importing the fertiliser 
base as they reorganised indus- 
tries. 

”1 don't expect exports to jump 
again in 1992 to previous levels 
but there may be a gain within the 
same level of 1991," Taher said. 
He said his company exported 22. 
million tonnes of raw phosphates 
in the first six months of 1992, up 
from 1.9 million tonnes in the 
same period last year. 

Taher said Mitsubishi Corp, its 
Mitsubishi-Kasie chemical unit. 


Asahi Chemical Industry Co. 
Ltd. and toe Zennoh Chemical 
Firm will together hold a 60 per 
cent equity in the joint venture. 
The phosphates company and 
Jordan-based Arab Potash Co. 
will bold 20 per cent each. 

Taher said his company was 
trying to arrange financing for a 
joint venture with India expected 
to begin operation by 1995 and 
would invite bids for construction 
by September. 

The South Jordan plant will use 

700.000 tonnes of phosphates a 
year to produce an annual 

220.000 tonnes of phosphoric add 
for export to the Indian market. 

Indian potash will hold 60 per 
cent of the equity while Jordan 
Phosphate Mines will have the 
remainder of the venture, esti- 
mated to cost between S100 mil- 
lion and $110 million. 

Taher said bis company, which 
last year made JD 33.1 million 
($49.3 million) profit on sales of 
JD 218.6 million ($325.7 million), 
was trying to cut production costs 
partly through discussions with 
the Jordanian government on 
taxes and transit costs. 


Khasawneh: Research centre 
needs more independence 


AMMAN (Petra) — A workshop 
organised by the Ministry of 
Agriculture to evaluate the per- 
formance of the ministry’s nation- 
al centre for agricultural research 
and technology transfer, ended 
here Tuesday. 

Agriculture Minister Fayez Al 
Khasawneh stressed the need for 
the centre to have administrative 
and financial independence to 
provide a suitable atmosphere for 
its employees to be top-notch. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Kha- 
sawneh said the two-day work- 
shop discussed several issues re- 
lated to the centre. One of the 
most important issues under dis- 
cussion was whether to keep the 
centre as a department affiliated 
to the ministry or to make it an 
independent establishment under 
the provisions of a special law. 

He said issues discussed at the 


seminar will be studied and mea- 
sures taken to increase the cen- 
tre’s role in serving agriculture in 
Jordan. 

A paper presented to the work- 
shop by Sal ah Jum’a, a consultant 
at the centre, reviewed ways to 
prepare a strategy for agricultural 
researches. 

The paper, entitled “Preparing 
a Medium-term Strategy and 
Workshop for the National Cen- 
tre for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer,” said one 
of the first attempts to prepare 
such a strategy was at a worskhop 
organised by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in cooperation with 
the U.S. Agency for international 
development (USAID) in 1986. 

This workshop, Mr. Jum'a said 
in his paper, had asked the board 
of directors of the centre to draw 
np a plan for agricultural research 
and workplans for toe centre. 

Mr. Jum’a said another 


attempt was during a workshop 
held in 1990. At the workshop 
eight fields for the centre to 
operate within during the next 
five years had been defined. 

According to Mr. Jum’a, these 
fields were: the maximum use of 
natural resources; resisting pests; 
high-quality production; market- 
ing; improving farm manage- 
ment; local production of im- 
proved seeds; improved animal 
production and improved agri- 
cultural patterns. 

At the beginning of 1992, the 
Ministry of Agriculture prepared 
a medium-range plan for the cen- 
tre in cooperation with several 
international agricultural orga- 
nisations. Mr. Jum’a said. He 
added that the ministry also 
formed a team that will follow up 
the situation in the agricultural 
sector, development plans and 
other matters. 


For the first time Jordan geologists 
draw maps without British help 



Students work looms at a vocational training 


By Raghda Azizieh 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN (J.T.) — For the first 
time, Jordanian geologists at the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) are drawing geological 
maps on their own, without toe 
help of their British colleagues. 

This achievement is the fruit of 
a long standing Jordanian-British 
cooperation project where the 
British Geology Survey and the' 
British government granted tech- 
nical assistance and specialised 
equipment for geological map- 
ping. 

The first phase of the project 
was. upgrading geologists' skills to 
these special maps. Jordanians 
are now performing such tasks 
and their first map of Petra is the 
main exhibit of 27 maps on dis- 
play at the British Council in 
Amman. 

Main Hiyari, director of the 
geology section at NRA, told toe 
Jordan Times that geological 
mapping m any country is an 
important tool and the basis for 
drawing up construction plans. It 
also illustrates terrain. “Any ctm-. 
s traction planning in its initial 
stages requires a dear picture of 
toe different geological features 
of toe land going to be used for 
construction whether the pur- 
pose be roads, dams, agricultural 
projects or even archaeological 
site excavations. ”7 Mr. Hiyari said. 

He added that geological maps 
are also vital for exploring and 
investigating minerals, oil and 


water. The NRA publishes bulle- 
tins that accompany these maps 
and which briefly outline data 
collected on certain areas; for, 
example, availability of minerals, 
water, soil type and plants. The 
information provides scientific 
descriptions of rock components 
which are important in planning 
stages. 

Explorations 

Mr. Hiyari said that during 
geological mapping operations in 
different parts of Jordan a num- 
ber of minerals and industrial 
rocks were discovered. For exam- 
ple, oil shale was discovered in 
toe middle of Jordan, feldspar 
and travertine rocks, used in 
glass and ceramic industries, were 
discovered on the Aqaba coast- 
line, and granite used as a decora- 
tive stone was also found in 
Aqaba. 

“OD shale was found in huge 
quantities, billions of tons. 
This oil shale consists of rocks 
that contain oil and those disco- 
vered in Jordan are of good quali- 
ty. near toe surface and easy to 
extract/ Mr. Hiyari said. Howev- 
er, due to toe fact that extracting 
oil from oil shale is very expen- 
sive worldwide, it is considered 
economically unfeasible especial- 
ly if compared with ordinary oil, 
in terms of its accessability. “One 
can figure this out by imagining 
that a rock weighing one ton 
renders one o<! barrel only,” he 
added. 


Archaeology and Geological 
Mapping 

Geological mapping is also 
essentia] in archaeological, con- 
servation and excavation work. 
Whenever a site is identified as a 
result of studies or surveys, the 
appropriate authorities are in- 
formed. Yet, it has been estab- 
lished that most conservation 
work of archaeological sites de- 
mands a geologist among its 
workers. For example, 
toe government asked NRA to 
assist in the conservation project 
of Karak castle. 

A full study was carried out and 
it was established that the found- 
ations had been weakened over 
the years and swamped with wa- 
ter. A new base was filled and a 
supportive cement wall was con- 
structed. NRA had then to iden- 
tify rocks from other parts of the 
country that are identical to the 
original ones. When this was 
(tone rocks were used to complete 
the exterior of the castle. Mr. 
Hiyari pointed out that toe job 
was almost a perfect one. 

NRA has been requested by 
the concerned authorities in Jor- 
dan to participate in a committee 
established for the conservation 
of Petra. Recent problems, such 
as cracks in the archaeological 
sites of this ancient city in the 
rocks, have been reported. NRA 
is now carrying out geological 
studies on the site as well as 
engineering studies to establish a 
scientific approach to the prob- 
lem i 


WHAT’S 

GOING 


T? - EmlfcWos Of pamtinyi by 

Mohammad Al Jaloos at 
Bafatdna Art Gallery.. 

£ Exhibition of ofl 
by Iraqi artist Mohyee Kha- 
fifeh at Alia Art GaUery. 

■fr Exhibition of Air France 
porters at toe French Guttu- 
ral Centre. 

■fr R x hflri ti n n of new geological 
maps of Jordan at the Brit- 
ish Cooacfl. 

4- Exhibition of paintings, 
Arab calligraphy, hand- 
icrafts and traditional cos- 
tumes at toe University of a 
Jordan's Faculty of Ednca- 



Bani 

Hamida 


Summer Special 

10%-50% discount on selected items 
handmade rugs, cushions, 
baskets and wallhangings at the 

Bani Hamida House 

from Saturday 4th to Saturday 11th July 
8:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m. except Friday 



For more information call 658696 



Denmark celebrates soccer victory 

The Honorary Coosnlate of Denmark in Amman and Aqaba 
celebrated toe victory of the Danish Soccer Team which won the 
1992/ European Soccer Championship Cup. In the photo, staff 
working for Amin Kawar Group of Companies in Amman, where 
toe con su la t e is located, celebrate tMs occasion, together with toe 
Honorary Consul of Denmark in Jordan, Tawfiq Kawar, 
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Hands off the economy! 

WHILE ADVOCATES of capitalism and privatisation 
point to the defunct Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
for unequivocal evidence of the inaptness of govern- 
ment muddling with the forces of the market, Jordan 
does not need to look that far to recognise the validity 
of their views. 

The poor economic performance of many of our 
state-owned and controlled businesses exposes the 
inefficiency of government intervention with the “in- 
visible band” of the market. The government’s 
repeated failures to revamp these corporations despite 
the many committees and co mmis sions and studies 
makes the strongest argument for a hands-off policy. 

The Telecommunications Corporation, a state 
monopoly that refuses to privatise, charges one of the 
world’s highest rates for services that fail to satisfy 
many customers. The buses of the Public Transporta- 
tion Corporation have yet to reach many destinations 
in the country and problems with scheduling and 
maintenance are frustrating factors to any one who 
uses them. And if you leave politics aside, all economic 
facts call for the grounding of Royal Jordanian planes. 
Hence is the absurdity of the government’s intentions, 
to set up a new committee to formulate a seven-year- 
econoznic-plan. The country would be better off, and 
tax payers money better spent if the purpose of the 
committee were to dismantle government monopoly, 
and liberalise the economy. 

The government needs to waste no time in starting 
the much belated process of moving towards a real free 
market economy. More bureaucracy and intervention 
will only discourage potential investors and curt) 
economic growth. A new committee would not be able 
to do more than its predecessors did. 

Jordan’s • economy will not improve unless the 
private sector is allowed to wheel and deal in an 
environment free from government obstacles and red 
tape. If the government wants to help, it can best do 
that by staying out of the way. It can stiO form its 
co mmi ttees and conduct its studies, but its decisions 
should be unbinding, its grip over businesses eased. A 
mOd form of indicative pl anning is the limit that the 
government should not cross. 

The economic performance of any country depends 
on investment environment, institutions and policies. 
There is little we can do about our meagre resources 
but the sky is the limit to what we can do with our 
institutions and ill-perceived policies. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT is not enough to condemn the assassination of Algerian leader 
Mohammad Boudiaf but we ought rather to dis m i ss the reasons 
behind the assassination and the events that led to it so as to avoid 
further upheavals, said A1 Ra’i in an editorial Tuesday. One has to 
realise and to admit that under democracy dialogue should be the 
rule of the day and not confrontation or assassination, and one 
cannot ignore the facts that if democracy does not prevail no 
stability or lasting peace can emerge in any Arab country, the 
paper noted. The paper said that the Western countries, which 
had all long encouraged democracy in the Arab World, bad 
suddenly turned against it when it started to emerge. Thus, the 
paper added, one can say that these Western nations were 
instrumental in assassinating democracy in Algeria and in paving 
the ground for the bloody situation in that country. The Western 
countries, added the daily, have been showing total enmity 
towards Arab states embodying democracy and have been 
displaying encouragement and support for those Arab regimes 
which chose to strike at the masses and to deprive them of their 
basic freedoms. The assass i nation of Boudiaf can by no means win 
the support of any sensible man, and Jordan demands immediate 
trial for the perpetrators. But Jordan is of the view that the rulers 
of the country should delve deep into the causes of the current 
tnrmoQ in the country and try to defuse the situation before other 
disasters can occur, railed the paper. It said that the real assa«anc 
of Boudiaf were not those who planted the bombs or fired the 
guns, but those hypocrites who were demanding that the Arabs 
embrace democracy, but later turned against any Arab state 
embarking on steps leading to democratic rule. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily commented on Israel's interrogation of the 
members of the Palestinian delegation upon their return to the 
occupied Arab land and said that no one was surprised to see such 
practice being following by the Zionist' state. The Shamir 
government considers the whole of the Palestinian t er ri tory as 
part of die Zionist entity and the Palestinian people subject to 
Israeli laws, noted the paper. What we should realise is the fact 
that Shamir’s statement about peace with the Arabs and his 
readiness to pursue the peace process were nothing but a 
maneouvre to gain more time to allow for more settlements to 
mushroom in the occupied Arab territories, prior to imposing a de 
fact solution on the Arabs and the Palestinians, noted the daily. 
The paper said that the interrogation of the Palestinian delegation 
to the peace talks showed once again that Israel did not recognise 
tiie rights of the Palestinians in the diaspora, let alone the fret that 
the PLO is the sole representative of the Palestinian people 
everywhere. The paper said that through this policy, Shamir and 
his government were leading a terrorist policy and blackmail 
against the Palestinian negotiators and the Palestinian people at 
large. The paper expressed hope that Rabin would now benefit 
from the past lessons and avoid any action that might further 
delay the peace process from taking its course. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdafia Maikj 'f 


Expensive suits , bread and butter 


MOST recent data published on Jordan’s national accounts 
indicate that our gross national product (GNP) at factor cost for 
1990 reached JD 1,940 million (1991 figures are not available yet). 
GNP, at factor cost, is the nearest measure to national income. To 
arrive at this income, depreciation allowances (not available yet 
as well) have to be subtracted from GNP (factor cost). In the light 
of data for previous years, these allowances can be estimated at 
JD200 million, meaning that our national income for 1990 stood 
at around JD1,740 million or 52,600 million. In other words, per 
capita income in Jordan amounts to around $800. 

These figures which represent unfortunately solid and cruel 
facts of life were so much in my mind last week when I walked 
around in Jabal Amman and read the price marks in a number of 
show windows. In 1985, for example, per capita income reached 
$1,500. And we are talking about current prices. The purchasing 
power of the present dollars are way behind those of 1985, which 
means that the march on the road to impoverishment has been 
actually much more disasterous. The accumulated rate of inflation 


in the United States in the period 1985-90 adds to about 25 per 
cent. In other words. Jordan's real per capita income in 1990 
equals only 40 per cent of that of 1985 or $600. 

Now let us go back to Jabal Amman show windows. At one 
place, a suit sells for JD900: yes, nine hundred dinars or $1,340. 
The entire income of two Jordanian citizens in a whole year must 
be used to pay for this angle current luxury consumption item. Is 
this compatible with common sense? 

This provocative situation poses the question of whether it is 
legitimate for a developing country of the low income group to 
allow the importation and exhibiting of luxury wares as we m 
Jordan have been doing. It also testifies to the unbalanced nature 
of economic development that our ongoing economic policy is 
producing. 

Some of us may harbour a degree of complacency to the extent 
that they boast this situation on the grounds that we do have 
consumers who can and do buy such expensive items. But this sort 
of false glories only underlines the deepening of class disparities in 
our society and suggests that our economic development is, at 


best supplanting social disequilibria with the so-called economic 
imbalances. The odd phenomenon of the shockingly expensive 
suit is a product of the open import policy incorporated in the 
IMF-inspired versions of market economies. Although nobody 
wants to quarrel with or challenge the efficiency of a market 
economy, no such economy prohibits the adoption of discriminate 
import policies and regulations that block the emergence of 

socio-economic oddities. . 

It is grossly wrong to liken our society m this respect to the 
economically advanced societies where even more glanng dispari- 
ties may exist. The reason is simple. The tolerance of these 
societies is greatly enhanced by two powerful systems that 
considerably mitigate or even neutralise the impact of class 
disparities, namely the comprehensive national soaal security 
system and the national health system which provide each and 
every citizen with the basics of life. 

But r» rtflinl y the case is much different when certain classes can 
afford to buy JD900 suits while others can hardly buy butter or 
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Saudis blame leaders for ‘new world order’ 


By Robert Fisk 

THE TAPES are circulating 
again in Saudi Arabia, just as 
they clandestinely made their way 
around the kingdom at the height 
of the allied air bombardment 
against Iraq. King Fahd's “re- 
forms" — his "consultative coun- 
cil" — are worthless, they say. 
Anyone who attended the Middle 
East peace conference in Madrid 
was a traitor. If Saddam Hussein 
is an infidel who murdered his 
own Muslim people, the tapes 
claim, then so is the Syrian Presi- 
dent, Hafez A1 Assad, who killed 
thousands of Muslims in the 
Hama uprising in 1982. 

Saudi religious police raided 
cassette shops to confiscate the 
tapes, most of which take the 
form of sermons complete with 
cries of approval from worship- 
pers. Sunni religious sources in 
Cairo say at least 20 fundamental- 
ists behind the campaign have 
been arrested. The small 
Lebanese-edited newsletter 
Issues, published in Paris, even 
claims that the new fundamental- 
ist current in the kingdom in- 
cludes Abdul Rahman Safer A1 
Hawaii, bead of Islamic doctrine 
at the University of Mecca. 

What characterises the taped 
sermons is their readiness to 
blame Arab leaders for the “new 
world order" which President 
George Bush has imposed upon 
the Middle East. If President 
Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait was 
merely a pretext for the dispatch 
of U.S. troops to the Gulf in 
1990, they say, it was the Arab 
kings and generals who abetted 
Washington's plan to crush a 
renascent Islam. Thus President 
Saddam and President Assad 
both incur the wrath of the Saudi 
fundamentalist Sunni Muslim 
preachers. The Kurds slaught- 
ered by Mr. Saddam’s gas attacks 
were Sunnis. So were thousands 
of Syrians cut down in Hama. 
Hundreds of Syrian Sunnis fled to 
Saudi Arabia after the city foil to 
Mr. Assad's forces in 1982 and 
they still bate the Syrian Baathist 
regime. 

The tapes contain the attention 
to dubious detail that identifies a 
truly eccentric mind. Thus a re- 
ported assertion by Richard Nix- 
on that East and West will join to 
fight Muslims, an alleged claim 
by Jimmy Carter that Christians 
and Jews "share” the Torah, and 
the hysterical preachings of the 
“televangelist" Jerry FaJwell are 
presented by the Saudi preachers 
as proof that Christians were the 
first Zionists. 

But their historical analysis is 
more effective. In the First World 


War. the sermons proclaim, 
Arabs fought alongside Christ- 
ians against Turkish Muslims — 
only to be rewarded with the 
Balfour Declaration supporting a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine. In 
the Second World War, Muslims 
fought alongside Christians 
against the Nazis but were repaid 
with the creation of the state of 
Israel. 

These banned sermons are im- 
portant. not because they have 
angered the Saudi royal family, 
but because they provide a glimp- 
se through a dark, secretive win- 
dow of the anger generated by 
U.S. hegemoney over the Middle 
East and by the disunity in foe 
Arab World. With neither a su- 
perpower ally nor a representa- 
tive leader among their nations, 
Arab frustration is growing. 

Ostensibly, there is little for 
Washington to worry about, Iraqi 
is on its knees. Libya has been 
brought so for to heel that its 
leading newspaper now apparent- 
ly dares to condemn Muammar 
Qhadafi and question the concept 
of “Arab unity” which, since 
Nasser's rule, has been the sup- 
posed raison detre of Middle East 
dictators. As for Egypt, it was a 
Palestinian delegate to the peace 
negotiations who summed up 
President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt- “We call him ‘His Mas- 
ter’s Voice,’” the delegate said. 
“He is an American puppet. But 
faced with an Islamic renaissance, 
heaven help us, we need this 
puppet because the alternative is 
too terrible to contemplate.” 

Iran is supposedly in the hands 
of the “pragmatists.” Its Foreign 
Minister’s visit to Beirut myster- 
iously coincided with a virtual 
end to Hizbollah attacks on 
Israeli forces in southern Leba- 
non, a cessation of hostilities 
requested by Washington. Syria 
has acceded to the demands of 
the U.S. and its allies. Washing- 
ton wanted Syrian Jews to be 
allowed to emigrate; foe Syrians 
granted their wish. Turkey de- 
manded foe closing of Kurdish 
PKK guerrilla camps under Sy- 
rian protection in the Lebanese 
Bekaa Valley; the camps were 
promptely closed. The U.S. 
sought foe liberation of political 
prisoners in Syria; Syria freed 
around 300,000. What is disturb- 
ing is not that these changes are 
for the worse — some are self- 
evidently for the better — but 
that they have about through 
coercion rather than free will. 

Where dissent is obvious, the 
West has tended to ignore it. The 
murder in Cairo on June 9 of 
Faraj Foudah, the intellectual 
who had struggled for a liberal 
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“In the First World War Arabs fought alongside 
Christians against Turkish Muslims — only to be 
rewarded with the Balfour Declaration supporting 
a Jewish homeland in Palestine. In the Second 
World War, Muslims fought alongside Christians 
against the Nazis Irat were repaid with the 
creation of the . state Israel. Hie message is 
dear: worse will follow the Arab alliance with the 
West against Iraq.” 


technological age, and their fai- 
lure to contribute to science and 
modern learning rather than 
acting merely as a consumer. 
Because the Middle East remains 
a region at war — and because 
the Soviet Union, the backbone 
of the most dictatorial Arab pow- 


peace has been agreed, in which 
Israelis can drive to Beirut in less 
than two boors? | 

The Israelis have no reason & 
be content with this scenario. If 
the Arabs can be cowed, or 
bought, Israel's role as a regional 
superpower, disappears. Saudi 
wealth is greater than Israeli 
wealth, Egyptian manpower vas- 
ter than Israeli manpower, Tur- 
key's influence over foe emerging 
Muslim republics more important 
than Israel's. What Israel has, 
and which the Arabs do not have, 
is the technological advance 
which places them scientifically if 
not politically alongside the 
West. 

How can the Arabs come to 
terms with this? They have no 
“Arab world order” to match Mr. 
Bush’s “new world order.” The 
absence of democracy has pro- 
duced Arab police states whose 
torture apparatus and prisons 
work for foe same old ieadqg 
who once recieved weapons from 
Moscow and now largely receive 
them from Washington. The cost 
of post-Gulf war arms transfers 
comes to almost $l7bn, a shock- 
ing reflection on the supposed 
peace and security which Mr. 
Bush promised foe Middle East 
in Februaiy last year. 


interpretation of Islamic law, is 
being treated as an isolated “ter- 
rorist” incident, to be disre- 
garded with the same speed as the 
killing of Christians in Christian- 
Muslim fighting in Egypt last 
month. The world has almost 
forgotten Algeria, where the au- 
thorities in January suspended 
democratic elections because the 
Islamic party was certain to win. 
Yet five Algerian army battalions 
earlier in June carried out a secret 
sweep against Muslim rebels 
through the mountains 50 miles 
from Algiers, in which five guer- 
rillas and three soldiers were kil- 
led. 

The Middle East will remain 
quiescent so long as U.S. clients 
in the region remain securely 
upon their presidential or monar- 
chical thrones. For democracy, as 
the Algerian experience has 
shown, is likely to throw up the 
kind of powerful Islamic move- 
ment which will be opposed to 
foe West’s interests. This must be 
why .Washington preferred to 
keep an emasculated President 


Saddam in Baghdad, rather than 
support the rebellions which 
threatened to overthrow him. 

The former Lebanese ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations Gbas- 
san Tueni, touched on this issue 
when he spoke at Oxford last 
month on foe prospects for a 
Middle East peace. “Having re- 
sisted Communism and socialism 
without assuming democracy,” 
be said, “Arab politics has pro- 
duced one innovation — so far 
more negative than positive — a 
movement of opposition rather 
than a system of government; 
religious fundamentalism. Called 
upon to express itself in modem 
terras, religious frmdamentalisn 
has not generated — at least not 
yet — concepts of power and 
management compatible with the 
secular needs of a state ... A 
notable feature of our decadence 
was to view our renaissance as a 
return to the past, not a leap into 
foe future.” 

Mr. Tueni understands Middle 
East states* need to live in the 


ers, has crumbled — foe tendency ^uruary last year, 

of Aiab leaders^ had been; to’ fear The re&Ut'is that opposition 

the future rather than meer ffe?* 1 Remains ■ largely covert, often 
challenge. dangerouk; 1 invariably uncom- 

Thus security for - foe Saudis' promising and - always Islamic, 
involves farther purchases of The more-Arab leaders are 
American weapons, missiles and forced to rely on the West for 
fighter-bombers. Since the Gulf support, the more Islamic move- 
war, Saudi Arabia has ordered ments regard the West as thr 
$15bn (£8.1bn) of American enemy. Where countries have fai* 
arms. Egypt received mDitaiy. len out of the Western orbit — 
supplies and had its debts written Sudan, for instance — foe West 
off by Washington. Turkey re- has come to view them as “terror- 
ceived new armour from Ger- iet "'**• ” T * *™* t,.*; 

many, which it used against Kur- 
dish civilians. If Saudi Arabia, 

Egypt and Turkey are now foe 
“triple pillars” of foe West’s con- 
trol of the Middle East, their 
principal instruments remain foe 
same: guns. 

The Saudis also use money. 

They funded many of foe rebel 
groups who fought foe Soviet 
army m Afghanistan and axe 
fighting Iran’s proxy rebels for 


ist nests.” It was Gbassan Tueni 
who asked how a military dicta- 
torship could be “deconstructed” 
without resort to force or a substi- 
tute dictatorship. The West’s 
policies suggest that neither 
Europe nor the U.S. has much 
interest in such a development. 
Why risk encouraging real demo- 
cracy — with unsatisfactory re- 
sults for foe West — when those 
friendly kings and emirs and 
miltiary presidents will keep 


control of Kabul. Saudi money is order on your behalf? 
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being poured into foe southern 
Muslim republics of the former 
Soviet Union to counter Iran's 
influence. Saudi money is behind 
the plans to rebuild a new pro- 
Western Beirut. The Lebanese 
have noted with curiosity the 
plans for super-highways to link 
Beirut to Lebanon’s southern 
frontier with Israel. It this, they 
wonder, preparation for the 
“new” Levant which- the West is 


Tragically, this seems to be the 
measure of foe “Arab world 
order”: benevolent dictators 
doing foe West’s bidding, belping 
to crush Arab rulers who becon^ 
too Messianic, ready to sit dewra 
with the Israelis if that is wbat 
Washington wants, while all tbs 
while tearing foe secret voices, 
foe clandestine tapes and foe 
solitary, expected assassin — The 
Independent. 


By John Morrison 
fteurer 

ISTANBUL — After a hectic 
week of peacemaking with his 
neighbours, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin has managed to 
take the heat out of some of foe 
worst conflicts tormenting foe 
former Soviet Union. 

Though the climate has im- 
proved, few would place bets on 
the chances of a quick end to the 
political, ethnic and territorial 
disputes between Russia and its 
former imperial possessions many 
of them regarded as part of Rus- 
sia since their conquest by Peter 
the Great in the early 18th cen- 
tury. 

Mr. Yeltsin's biggest problem 
is that not everyone, even in his 
own administration, agrees where 
foe frontiers of the new Russia 
should lie — or even who should 
be regarded as a Russian citizen. 

The millions of ethnic Russians 


Y eltsin diplomacy damps 
conflicts, but for how long? 


and Russian-speakers left outside 
foe borders of the Russian repub- 
lic pose a huge problem for Mr. 
Yeltsin, accused by many of fail- 
ing to defend their interests in the 
six months since the Soviet Union 
broke up. 

During his brief stay on foe 
Bosphorus, Mr. Yeltsin managed 
to cobble together a fragile agree- 
ment to defuse tension in Moldo- 
va, where more than 300 people 
were killed last week in a full- 
scale battle between government 
forces and Slav separatists. 

Earlier in foe week be met 
Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze to try to broker foe 
same kind of accord for Georiga’s 
South Ossetia region, where a 
mini-war has been raging for 
months between Georgian fight- 
ers and Rusrian-speaking Osse- 
tians. 

Reaction from Sooth Ossetia 
was not encouraging. Local lead- 
ers rejected it and vowed to 


continue their campaign to 
secede and join North Ossetia, an 
autonomous region of Russia 
.next door. 

Diplomats said the Moldova 
agreement also looked fragile, 
even though Mr. Yeltsin con- 
ceded in principle that the Rus- 
sian 14th army would have even- 
tually to withdraw from the Dnes- 
•tr region back to Russia. 

There was no sign of any move- 
ment by Moldova on a key Rus- 
sian demand — backed by 
Ukraine — that the Dnestr region 
should be given autonomy rather 
than foe special administrative 
status that Moldova authorities 
have in mind. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s diplomatic week 
by the Black Sea began on Tues- 
day at Dagomys near Sochi when 
bemet Ukraine’s President 
Leonid Kravchuk, who described 
foe talks as a taming point in foe 
troubled relations between Kiev 
and Moscow. 


In Istanbul, Russian and 
Ukrainian officials said they were 
happy with foe talks but gave 
radically different accounts of 
what had been agreed on foe 
sensitive issue of bow to share out 
the Blade Sea fleet 

Some of the fires Mr. Yeltsin 
has been trying so hard to put out 
are the result of old national 
grievances over Soviet internal 
borders, which frequently 
ignored both historical and natu- 
ral ethnic frontiers as part of a 
deliberate dmde-and-nile policy 
invented by Josef Stalin. 

Others are the legacy of the 
Gorbachev era and of longstand- 
ing resentments in foe former 
republic against centuries of 
oppressive rule in Moscow. 

Internal political rivalries in 
Mr. Yeltsin’s own camp as politi- 
cians angle for foe “patriotic” 
vote are also playing increasing 
role. 

The latest flare-ups in Moldova 


and South Ossetia occurred while 
Mr. Yeltsin was away. No sooner 
had he left for Washington foqp 
Russia’s parliamentary speaker 
Ruslan Khazbulatov, once a Yelt- 
sin ally but now a rival, warned 
Georgia that Rnssia might annex 
Sooth Ossetia if its population so 
desired. 

On Saturday, responding to the 
Woodshed in Mbldova, Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s strongly nationalist Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi 
appeared on television to wain of 
retribution against the “cynical 
pofitidans” in Georgia and Mol- 
dova who were commitmg geno- 
cide against Russians. 

.Mr. Yeltsin returned from a 
triumphant week in north Amer- 
ica to find his country slithering 
into war and was forced to try to 
repair foe damage. 

Russ ian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, explaining Mr. 
Yeltsin’s approach to journalists 
here, said relations between Rus- 


sia and foe newly independent 
republics “have to be handleff 
wifoa scalpel — it’s very delicate 

“There is no place for 
megaphone diplomacy and strik- 
ing heroic poses which do nothing 
but encourage bloodshed,” he 
*md. “Certainly there is no place 
for the logic of firing 10 shots 
hw* for each one fired at year 
side.” 

Mr. Kozyrev appeared to be 
referring to Mr. Rutskoi, who 
yarned Moldova last week that 
M if One more shell falls on the 
territory of a miKtary unit or on 
‘jtilian headquarters, the ade 
that launched U will get 10 times 
as much in return.” 

Tie fought for 10 years ® 
Afghanistan acconfing to 

logic,” foe Russian foreign mfoe- 
ter told reporters. “Now « 
transferring that experience W® 
par relations with our neigh- 
bours." 
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I : |Plot seen in Boudiaf killing i World condemns assassination 


(CoMM from page 1) 

• secretly acknowledged its orga- 
- msation had been destroyed and 
. it must rebuild clandestine cells 
and regain power through the 
mosques. 

Before the banning, a Euro- 
pean diplomat commented: “If 
.. the FIS is banned what way have 
■. they of expressing themselves? 

/■■ They will be forced togo under- 
ground, to go terrorist” 

In a clandestinely distributed 
communique just before the . 
conn ruling, fugitive leader 
--Abderrazak Rajjain warned: 
“Dissolution of the FIS ... will 
take the countiy to an uncertain 
... tomorrow.” 

Islamic radicals were not the 
' only suspects in the murder. 

- “We can't exdude the eventual 
complicity of other parties having 
an interest to see the disappear- 
ance of Mr. Boudiaf,” Algerian 
writer and economics professor 
Radrid MxmOuni said in an inter- 
view with the French newspaper 
Le Figaro. 

Mr. Mimotmi speculated that 
the FLN which ruled Algeria as a 
single-party, Marxist state for 30 
years, took reyehge on Mr. 
Boudiaf for relegating it to the 
side lines since January. 

Another possibility is that the 
army, irritated by the release of 
thousands of fundamentalists 
' from detention camps, organised 
„ - the lolling to provide cause for a 
renewed, harsher crackdown. 

Mr. Boudiaf had also cam- 
paigned against corruption, thre- 
: atening the interests of the poli- 
tical and bureaucratic elite that 
many Algerians refer to as “the 
mafia.” 

The capital was calm. Flags 
dropped to half-staff and July 5 
independence day celebrations 
were cancelled as a week of offi- 
cial mourning opened. There was 
no increased security presence in 
the capital or in Annaba. 

In Algiers, workers at bus stops 
and women in shops discussed 
-little but the slaying. They snatch- 
ed up newspapers that headlined, 
“the patriot assassinated” and 
“Algeria mourns.” 

. “We consider the suspects to 
be either the fundamentalists or 
the political-financial mafia,” de- 
clared the centrist Le Quotidiea 
d’AIgeric. Like other media, it 
had little hard information. 

The High State Council that 
Mr. Boudiaf led continued meet- 
ing Tuesday, presumably to 
choose a successor. Observers 
favoured Defence Minister w 
. General Khaied Nezzar, the neg-T 
ime’s strongman, otPrime^fin^.^ 
ter' Si idahmarf fihnrali, • 

. . . “The investigation ig qqd- ,• 
tmuing to uncover those who 
commanded this assassination, as 
well as all the parties implicated,” 
the government said in a state- 
ment read Monday on state tele- 
vision. 


Television showed Mr. Boudiaf 
speak his last words . before , two 
bursts from a sub-machine gun 
tore into his head and back. 

“We most know that the life of 
a human being is very short,” Mr. 
Boudiaf said. “We are. all going 
to die. Why should we ding so 
much to power? Islam — ” 

Then gunfire. 

No group claimed responsibil- 
ity. If it was the work of fun- 
damentalists, the killing would 
show high organisation in the 
extremist underground. It could 
provoke retribution in Algeria 
and other Arab states, such as 
'Rntisa and Egypt,, that, face vio- 
lent fun dam entalist movements. 

. The so-called mafia suspected 
by Le Quotidien d’Algerie refers 
to leaders popularly suspected of 
creaming off the nation's oil 
wealth. Mr. Boudiaf had laun- 
ched a recent anti-corruption 
campaign. 

Mr. Boudiaf was the' most 
prominent Arab leader slain since 
the 1981 killing of President 
Anwar Sadat of Egypt by fun- 
damentalists. • • . . 

A hero of the independence 
struggle against France, Mr. 
Boudiaf spent 28 years in self- 
imposed exile in neighbouring 
Morocco after a falling out with 
his fellow revolutionaries. He re- 
turned six months ago to try to 
unify this nation split between the 
increasingly popular fun- 
damentalist movement and its 
secular leaders. 

He was chosen to head the 
government because of his lack of 
ties to former, corrupt adminis- 
trations. Despite his title, real 
power belonged to Gen. Nezzar 
and the militaiy leaders who can- 
celed runoff parliamentary elec- 
tions in January that the FIS was 
expected ta win. 

The vote would have been the 
first free parliamentary elections 
m 30 years of indepedence. 

The Killing could give the milit- 
ary a freer hand to crush the 
fundamentalists. In an inteerivew 
published Sunday, Gen. Nezzar 
vowed to wage 'implacable war” 
to “eradicate” Islamic guerrillas. 

Mr. Boudiaf was shot after a 
small bomb, apparently meant to 
divert attention, exploded near 
the podium, the state Algetic 
Press Service (APS)reported. It 
said a grenade was thrown under 
Mr. Boodiafs chair about the 
time he was shot. 

Television showed die chaotic 
assassination scene. Mr. Boudiaf 
lay on the floor covered by an 
Alg |rWfe g after shooting as 

Doctpre^.^Ahi JNaadja mflit-i 
ary hospital near Algiers said Mr. 
Bourfiaf was flown there for treat- 
ment and still alive when official 
radio announced his death at 1 
p.m. (1200 GMT). They said he 
died about three hours later. 


Rabin calls for continuous talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


militants and said his successors 
could deepen the country's crisis 
if they made (he killing a pretext 
for repression. 

Tehran Radio said that Mr. 
Boudiaf had headed a “regime of 
coup d’etat” set up in January to 
blade the inevitable election vic- 
tory of the fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS)^ 

“Because be (Mr. Boudiaf) 
bad been m exfle for 27 years, he 
had fittie knowledge of Algeria’s 
interna] social and political tex- 
ture.' His policies, therefore, lack- 
ed tact and intelhgence and were 
based on force and suppression of 
militant Muslims,” it said. 

- Algeria recalled its ambassador 
from Tehran in January after 
Iranian leaders denounced the 
Algerian “junta.” Iranian media 
demed Western press reports that 
Tehran financed FIS. - 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi expressed sorrow over 
the assassination and expressed 
full solidarity with Algeria, the 
official Libyan news - agency 
JANA said. 

' In his message of condolences, 
Colonel Qadhafi “reaffirmed... 
tiie depth of relations and unity of 
destiny binding the two peoples 
and countries, ” JANA said. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia sent 
a message of condolence to the 
Algerian presidential council. 

“We pray to Almighty God to 
have him in His mercy, and to 
protect the fraternal Algerian 
people against all evil and misfor- 
tune,” the message, run by the 
Saudi Press Agency, said. 

Jordan's fundamentalist Mus- 
lim Brotherhood condemned the 
assassination but said the killing 
was inevitable. 

"Boudiaf was asking for 
suicide,” said Z3ad Abu Gfaa- 
nimeh, a leading Muslim 
Brotherhood figure. He conde- 
mned the use of violence but 
added: 

“What happened in Algiers is a 
natural popular reaction against 
the regime which undertook a 
dangerous course of confronting 
the will of the people.” 

The emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, sent a 
message of condolences to the 
members of the High Council of 
State in Algeria, the Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA) said. 

A similar message to Algeria's 
collective presidency was sent by 
United Arab Emirates President 

Sheikh Zayed Ben Saltan A1 

-v & 

^0tioar:cQn£hincdethe assa^> 
- smafion. and said:' ■ _ . */ 

■^TTje Tjunese government is 
shocked at the assassination. We 
condemn this act of violence and 
express our sympathy with the 
bereaved family. We hope that 
Algeria will enjoy stability.” 

Radical South African Muslims 
applauded the assassination, call- 
ing him a Westernised tyrant 
opposed to Islam. 

“The assassination... should 


serve as a lesson for all anti- 
Islamic Westernised tyrants and 
oppressors,” the radical Council 
of Theologians said in a state- 
ment. 

“Muslims tiie world over will 
rejoice over this resolute blow 
struck at the heart of the enemies 
of Islam,” the statement said. 

South Africa has a small Mus- 
lim community based mainly in 
Gape Town. 

Lebanon's pro-Iranian Hizbot- 
lah said Mr. Boudiaf had brought 
about bis own death by ending 
. democracy. 

“Boudiaf killed himself,” Hiz- 
bollah Secretary-General Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah told a news 
conference in Beirut. 

“Boudiaf confiscated the 
democratic process and confis- 
cated the people’s choice... (he) 
pushed the situation in Algeria 
into more tension, aggression, 
disintegration, violence and eco- 
nomic deterioration. 

“It is natural that any ruler, 
tyrant or sultan who confiscates 
his people’s will and choice... 
meets the same fate,” Sheikh 
Nasrallah said. 

The U.S. said: Algerian Presi- 
dent Boudiaf was shot and killed 
in the eastern Algerian city of 
Ami aba at approximately 11:30 
a. m. Algerian time. We deeply 
regret the assassination today of 
the High State Council president. 

“This senseless murder under- 
lines our belief that violence can- 
not be the solution to Algeria’s 
problems. We call on all parties 
to avoid further bloodshed. 

We extend our deepest condo- 
lences to the president's family 
and to the Algerian people.” 

The assassination of Mr. 
Boudiaf came as a shock remin- 
der to the European Community 
of the potential for political chaos 
in its neighbour states across the 
Mediterranean. 

“This is alarming, catastrophic 
news,” said one European Com- 
mission official. 

“This is going to be a big new 
psychological shock at the very 
moment when Algeria is going 
through a difficult economic and 
political transition,” said another 
EC official who recently visited 
Algiers. 

Tlie EC’s Lisbon summit at the 
weekend issued a declaration 
promising closer political and 
economic links with North Afri- 
can nations and holding out the 


prospect of ultimately creating a 
free trade zone with the Maghreb 
states, which indude Algeria. 

France voiced dismay at the 
assassination, but a leader of the 
country’s North African Muslim 
community hailed it as “proof 
that God’s justice always 
triumphs over human justice.’ 

France, a strong supporter of 
Mr. Boudiaf, pledged continued 
support to its former territory. 

As some commentators said 
Algeria was on the brink of dv3 
war. President Francois Mitter- 
rand expressed shock at the kill- 
ing. 

“I hope Algeria win overcome 
this grave test. It knows it can 
count on the friendship of France 
on this path,” he said. 

The foreign ministry said it was 
dismayed, adding that violence 
would not solve any of Algeria’s 
problems. 

“(France) will be at the side of 
the Algerian people to pursue the 
reforms it has embarked upon,” 
it said. 

Hadj Alili, Algerian fun- 
damentalist rector of the mosque 
in the Mediterranean city of 
Marseille, told Reuters the killing 
was “regrettable but to be ex- 
pected.” 

Expressing views stifled in 
Algeria since the imposition of a 
state of emergency in January, he 
.said: “Those who live by the 
sword die by the sword.” 

British newspapers said the 
assassination of Mr. Boudiaf 
dealt a serious blow to the credi- 
bility of Algeria’s authorities and 
could shake the whole of the 
Maghreb. 

The Times said Algeria’s milit- 
ary rulers knew they were taking 
a risk when they scrapped the 
second round of elections in 
January and pre-empting certain 
victory by the FTS. 

It said Mr. Boudiaf was 
brought home from Morocco af- 
ter 27 years in exile to give 
respectability to “a usurper reg- 
ime.” 

“He became a symbol of the 
Western-oriented secularists who 
had cheated the fundamentalists 
of victory,” the Times said. 

The Financial Times said the 
murder called into question the 
ability of Algeria's authorities to 
maintain order. 

It said the FIS was likely to be 
blamed for the killing. “That 
reaction cannot alter the fact that 
Mr. Boudiaf s death is a severe 
blow to the regime's credibility.” 


Palestinians fear U.S. demands 


(Coatinned from page 1) 


“Ac least, now, in Rome we 
will be negotiating. Irrespective 
of difficulties, we will have nego- 
tiations going on,’ said Dr. Ere- 
kat. 

Palestinians say their views and 
those of a government under Mr. 
Rabin may converge on the need 
for a speedy agreement on in- 
terim self-rule, although there 
could be differences on details. 

“During the transitional period 
we want meaningful authorities 
transferred to Palestinians,” Dr. 
Erekat said. 

Mr. Rabin has promised to 
allow Palestinians to run their 
own affairs in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip except for defence, 
foreign affairs and responsibility 
for Jewish settlements. 

He has also pledged to allow 
Palestinians “to choose from 
themselves, by themselves their 


representation for the negotia- 
tions or the body that will serve as 
the self-role administrative coun- 
cil self-governing authority.” 

“It depends ou his intentions. . . 
I think we can reach an agree- 
ment,” Dr. Erekat said. 

In his first public remarks on 
The Israeli election. President Bush 
said Monday it “underscores the 
dynamics of the Middle East's 
solitary democracy." 

The elections “point out the 
dynamism of the process and we 
are confident that we can work 
with that new Israeli government 
to deepen our partnership, to 
promote our common objective 
of peace with security for Israel,” 
Mr. Bush said. 

“I am dedicating myself to 
that,” he said at a fund-raising 
luncheon for Republican Sen. 
Alfonse D’ Amato, who is seeking 
re-election m November. 


While Mr. Bush spoke, three 
men stood and silently held signs 
reading: “Mr. President, stop 
stabbing Israel in the back,” and 
“George Bush, the most hostile 
president ever to Israel." 

The three were escorted from 
the room without incident. 

Egypt’s leading newspaper on 
Tuesday urged a respite in the 
Palestinian uprising while Mr. 
Rabin forms a cabinet and imple- 
ments his peace policies. 

The call, in an editorial in the 
state-owned newspaper AI 
Abram, was unprecedented. 

“There is no need for Palesti- 
nian organisations at this critical 
stage, when Rabin is forming 
Israel’s new government, to 
perpetrate acts of violence or 
escalate fighting," the newspaper 
said. 

“Rabin should be given a suffi- 
cient opportunity to complete his 
ministerial lineup and lay down 
his new, practical policy. Then he 
can be judged.” 


Hizbollah to run in elections 


(Continued from page 1) 

’mic republic inodeBed on Iran. 

Asked why Hizbollah decided 
to run. Sheikh Nasrallah said: 
“Taking part in parliament is 
different than participating in a 
government. Parliaments issued 
new laws, we want to play a role 
in such a process.” 

The bearded, Wack-turbaned . 
Nasrallah said Hizbollah repre- 


adopting the resistance (guerrilla 
attacks) option.” 

- “Armed resistance remains our 
main choice as long as the (Israeli) 
occupation of South Lebanon 
persisted,'' Sheikh Nasrallah told 
reporters. 

Israel has occupied a 1,100- 
square-kflometre strip in South 
Lebanon since 1985 mid refers to 
it as the “security zone.” It uses 



seutatives would run for elections' the strip as a buffer against cross- 
to “benefit from all available border guerrilla infiltrations into 
means to push Lebanon towards its northern settlements. 


Summer fun starts here & everyday 
at the Plaza swimming pool where 
you can enjoy an assortment 
of delicious pool side dishes at our 
new open lunch buffet. 

All day prices : non - members J.D. 12.500 ++ 
members J.D. 6.500’++ 

Have fun in the sun the Plaza way 


AMMAN PLAZA 


(Continued from page 1) 


comment until be saw the prop- 
osed guidelines, but was quoted 
by Yediotb as saying that a tem- 
porary freeze ou settlements 
“was open to negotiations.” 

“But they will have to explain 
the meaning of the freeze, where 
it win be and for how long,” he 
was quoted as saying. 

To further placate TZomet, 
Labour plans to offer Mr. Eitan a 
letter promising that once the 
peace process reaches the issue of 
ceding occupied land in a settle- 
ment with the Arabs, new elec- 
tions would be held, Yedioth 
said. 

Palestinians, meanwhile, began 
formulating new demands for the 
peace process. 

Faisal Hosseini, adviser to the 
Palestinian negotiating team, told 
Yedioth the team may now insist 
that Palestinians from Arab East 
Jerusalem be included in peace 
talks. 

He told Yedioth that excluding 
a representative from Jerusalem . 
was not a condition in U.S.- 
backed peace talks, but Palesti- 
nians “agreed to it only to keep 
the Israelis from shying away 

from negotiations.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s government opposed parti- 
cipation of Palestinians from 
Arab East Jerusalem'. 

Labour has said Palestinians 
with a double address, one in east 
Jerusalem and one in the territor- 
ies, could participate. 

. Mr. Rabin, calling the previous 
approach “a waste of time,” said 


Israel was committed to im- 
plementing the Palestinian self- 
rule first proposed more than a 
decade ago in the Camp David 
accords. 

T believe that this is the most 
important and the most attain- 
able if we want to move ahead 
with the peace process,” he told 
directors of the Jewish Agency, 
which oversees immigration to 
Israel. 

However, he also made dear 
his virion of self-rule'— to last 
five years before a final peace 
settlement — fen far short of that 
sought by the 1.75 million Palesti- 
nians living under Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Mr. Rabin drew cheers with a 
vow never to negotiate over occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

Mr. Rabin has proposed a 
freeze on what he cidls political 
settlements — Jewish building in 
densely populated Arab areas in 
the occupied territories. 

But the former army chief and 
defence minister reiterated that 
Israel should keep areas of strong 
military value, such as the Golan 
Heights, the hills overlooking the 
Jordan Valley and a ring of settle- 
ments around Jerusalem. 

Mr. Rabin has declared an 
agreement on limited self-rule for 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip his first 
priority, maintaining it is a pre- 
condition to peace with other 
Arabs. 

Mamdouh Aker, one of the 
Palestinian negotiators, wel- 
comed Mr. Rabin’s proposal but 

called on the new Israeli leader to 

show goodwill by-easing harsh 

militar y p unishm ent for unrest. 
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Yemen, U.N. close to deal 


(Coethwed from page 1) 

another ship canying 2,000 peo- 
ple to arrive in die coming days. 

Mr. Attas did not name the 
vessel or give any other details. 
Reports of another such vessel 
have circulated for days, bat it 
was the first such statement from 
a top Yemeni leader. 

In Aden, the -governor would 
not confirm a new ship was com- 
ing. Asked if Yemen would let 
the refugees come ashore, Mr. 


Arari said . only: “When they 
come we shall solve their prob- 
lem.” 

He said the nearly 4,000 Soma- 
lis at the beach camp, who ar- 
rived in two crowded boats last 
week, are not refugees because 
they paid for their passage across 
die Red Sea. 

“We have been told, and it 
has been confirmed, that each 
passenger paid $260 to the stops’ 
owners for the passage to Aden, 
Mr. Arari said. 
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McEnroe advances at Wimbledon 


WIMBLEDON, England (API 
— John McEnroe, mixing power 
and finesse, swept past Andrei 
Olhovskiy in straight sets Mon- 
dayk to reach the Wimbledon 
quarterfinals. 

McEnroe posted a 7-5, 6-3, 7-6 
(12-10) victory over the Russian 
qualifier who upset top-seeded 
Jim Courier in the fourth round 
Saturday. 

On a scorching day with 
temperatures in the 90s (30s C), 
McEnroe displayed the form — 
and the temper — that characte- 
rised his glory days in the early 
1980s when he won Wimbledon 
three times. 

The match ended with a thrill- 
ing tiebreaker in which Olhovskiy 
saved four match points and 
McEnroe fended off one set 
point. 

When McEnroe finally ended 
the match with a service winner, 
he threw up his arms in triumph', 
screamed “yeah” and blew kisses 
to the crowd. 

“I'm very happy I won in three 
sets,” he said. “I felt like I had 
chances, but never felt like I was 
in total control.” 

“It’s a great run,” said McEn- 
roe, who will next play ninth- 


seeded Guy Forget of France. 

It’s first time in three years that 
McEnroe has reached the quar- 
terfinals. He said he still consid- 
ers himself a longshot for the 
title. 

“I’m the lowest on the list (of 
the quarterfinalists),” he said. 
“The fact I'm still in ... if a couple 
guys go down, anything can hap- 
pen.” 

All men's and women's fourth- 
round matches were being played 
on what was dubbed “marvelous 
Monday.” It was the hottest day 
in London this year, with the 
temperature reaching 98 degrees 
(36 C) on centre court in mid- 
afternoon. 

Britain's hopes were dashed 
when Jeremy Bates, the first Bri- 
ton to reach the round of 16 in 
10 years, squandered a match 
point and lost to Forget 6-7 (10- 
12). 6-4, 3-6. 7-6 (7-2), 6-3. 

Bates held match point while 
serving at 5-4 in the fourth set. 
But he hit a weak second serve 
which Foret crushed for a winner. 

“I didn’t chicken out,” Bates 
said. “He came up with the good 
shots to win the match.” 

Second-seed Stefan Edberg 
lost his first set of the tournament 


but prevailed 6-3, 64, 6-7 (1-7), 
6-3 over Swedish qualifier Henrik 
Holm. 

Defending champion Michael 
Stich, the third seed, recovered 
after losing the first set to defeat 
Australia's Wally Masur 3-6, 6-1, 
64, 64. 

Pete Sampras, the fitth seed, 
served 25 aces in a 6-3, 7-5, 7-6 
(11-9) victory over Arnaud 
Boetsch of France. 

Andre Agassi, No. 12, reached 
the quarterfinals for the second 
consecutive year with a 7-6, (7-1). 
6-1, 7-6 (7-0) win over Christian 
Saceann. Agassi, never consi- 
dered a grass-court expert, has' 
now won nine straight sets. 

Goran Ivanisevic, No. 8. adv- 
anced when No. 10 Ivan Lendl 
was forced to quit with a recur- 
ring back injury with the Croalain 
leading 6-7 (7-9), 6-1, 64, 1-0. 

An official statement said 
Lendl had a stiff back and suf- 
fered “a sharp pain” at 2-1 in the 
third set. “From then on he could 
not move properly any more,” it 
said. 

Among the women, top-seeded 
Monica Seles led the way into the 
quarterfinals with a 64, 6-2 vic- 
tory over Gigi Feradandez. 


The two were deadlocked at 
3-3 in the first set before Seles 
pulled away. She will next face 
Nathalie Tauziat of France, who 
cruised past Amy Frazier 6-0, 6-3. 

Steffi Graf, the No. 2 seed, 
came from behind for the second 
straight match to down Patty 
Fendick 4-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Nine-time champion Martina 
Navratilova, the' third seed, 
downed Yayok. Basuki of In- 
donesia 7-5, 6-2. 

Sixth-seeded Jennifer Capriati 
escaped with a 6-3, 4-6. 64 vic- 
tory over Naoko Sawamatsu. The 
Japanese player was up 4-3 in the 
final set, with two game points to 
go up 5-3, but Capriati broke and 
won the next two games for the 
match. 

In another women's matches. 
No. 3 Gabriela Sabatini routed 
Kristin Godridge 6-2, 6-1; Natha- 
lie Zvereva of Belarus upset 13th- 
seeded Zina Garrison 6-2, 3-6, 
6-1. and No. 12 Katerina Maleeva 
downed France’s Julie Halard 6- 
0, 6-3. 

The women's quarterfinal 
matchups are: Seles vs. Tauziat, 
Navratilova vs. Maleeva, Sabatini 
vs. Capriati, and Graf vs. 
Zvereva. 


Slaney’s Olympic dreams die 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Mary 
Slaney’s Olympic dreams die hard 
— and slowly. 

Slaney, who missed qualifying 
in the 3,000 last week, finished 
fourth Sunday in the 1,500 at 4 
minutes, 5.43 seconds, to rule out 
a fourth chance at an Olympic 
medal. 

“I tried, I really tried,” a tear- 
ful Slaney said after the race. “1 
really wanted to run in Barcelo- 
na." 

Slaney made the Olympic team 
in J980. 1984 and 1988. She has 
been to the trials since 1976, but 
so far all she’s collected is heart- 
break. 

She was sidelined by severe leg 
pain in 1976, which kept her from 
qualifying for the Montreal 
Oljpnpics. In 1980 the U.S. 
boycott stopped her from com- 
peting. In 1984 a collision with 
Zolp Budd in the 3,000 metres 
sent her crashing to the turf and 
in 198S a vims left her weak and 
among the late finishers. 

You can't blame her for feeling 
jinxed. 

“But ril still try again," Slaney 
said. “If not at the shorter dis- 
tances, at the longer ones." 

The frequently ailing Slaney 
came to the trials 14 weeks after 
surgery on her left foot for a 
partially tom tendon. She had 
been sidelined ft: two months 
prior to that because of fhe in- 
jury. At the trials, Slaney, who 


has had 14 operations, developed 
an infection. 

“I just didn't have the kind of 
lead up to the trial J needed, but 7 
was trying. If I'd just felt better,” 
she said. “I just know I'm on the 
borderline of being ready to race 
well." 

Slaney, 33, is not on the verge 
of relinquishing her chase for an 
-Olympic medal, though. If she's 
unable to compete in the 1,500 
and 3,000 in 1996, she will still be 
able to race she said. She would 
like to see the 5,000 metres for 
women added to the Olympic 
events, but if it isn't, she said she 
will run the 10,000. 

And she feels there is still a 
chance she can add an Olympic 
medal to the U.S. records she 
now has. 

“I wouldn't count on it but I 
think there’s a small glimmer of 
hope," she said. “I still plan to 
try.” 

Meanwhile six-time Olympic 
champion Carl Lewis will com- 
pete in only the Long Jump at the 
Barcelona games, American 
coaches said Monday. 

U.S. head athletics coach Mel 
Rosen said Lewis had decided not 
to participate in relay training in 
France before the Olympics and 
wanted to give up his spot as an 
alternate on the 4x100 metre 
relay team. 

Rosen named James Trapped 
as the replacement for Lewis. 


Trapp finished seventh in the 100 
metres final at the U.S. Olympic 
trials, one place behind Lewis. 

Lewis failed to qualify for the 
100 metres, finishing a stunning 
sixth at the trials. But coaches 
had said they would consider the 
top six finishers for the relay. 

Lewis, who also just mi^ed 
qualifying for the 200 metres, said 
he did not want to displace any of 
the top fc 100 metres finishers 
in the 4. *00 relay. 

In a separate development, 
suspended sprinter Butch 
Reynolds will not compete at the 
Barcelona Olympic Games, de- 
spite his inclusion in the U.S. 
track team. 

Istvan Gyulai, secretary gener- 
al of the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation, (IAAF), 
reiterated Monday that Reynolds 
was ineligible to compete, and 
criticised his inclusion on the 
team. 

“By the rules of the interna- 
tional federation he is not eligible 
to compete," Mr. Gyulai said. 
“According to the Olympic Char- 
ter, the eligibility rules of the 
Olympic Games are determined 
by the international sport federa- 
tion.” 

Mr. Gyulai said track and 
field’s world governing body was 
“not very happy he was put into 
the team” as an alternate for the 
1,600-metre relay. 

Reynolds’ fifth-place finish in 





Mary Slaney 

tiie U.S. 400-metre trials Friday 
night in New Orleans qualified 
him as an alternate for the 1,600- 
metre relay. 

Mr. Gyulai said the Athletics 
Congress, track's U.S. governing 
body, should have picked some- 
one else. 

Reynolds, the world 400-metre 
record bolder and 1988 Olympic 
silver medalist, was suspended by 
the IAAF for two years in August 
1990 after testing positive for 
steroid use. The ban expires two 
days after the end of the Olym- 
pics. 

Reynolds said.be wasirmpeent, 
and obtained a U.S. Supreme 
Court order allowing him to com- 
pete at the U.S. track trails in 
New Orleans. 


Jordan Table Tennis 
Championship starts today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The 1992 Jordan 
Table Tennis Championship 
begins Wednesday at the 
Sports Palace at A1 Hussein 
Youth City, with over 200 
players of all ages participating ■ 
in the event organised by the 

Jordan Table Tennis Federa- 
tion. 

Participating players include 
current men's singles titlehol- 
der Marwan Diya and Nadya 
Rash ad, who finished second 
in the Arab C&ampionship, 
and who will be representing 
Jordan at the Barcelona Sum- 
mer Olympics. Mustafa Rida, 
the junior's champion will also 
be playing. Abdul Aziz Rida, 


winner of the third Arab Table 
Tennis Championship, held re- 
cently in Amman, vriD be mis- 
sing this year’s .competition 
due to his suspension by the 
Jordan Table Tennis Federa- 
tion. 

The competition will be 
played a knock-out - basis, 
ninety-two players competing 
in the men’s singles will be 
playing on the first day of 
competition after being di- 
vided to eight groups. Flayers 
expected to advance include 
Marwan Diya, Yousef Asa’d, 
Adrian Alofi, Ammar AJ Kur- 
di, Wael Mahfouz, Haroun 
Shaltoni, Mustafa Rida, Hus- 
sein Hnmeid and Raed AJ 
Sharif. 


Rose Bowl selected 
for World Cup final 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
choice of the Rose Bowl to host 
the 1994 World Cup final was 
hailed by local officials eager to 
put the city's bard-hit tourism 
industry bade on track. 

‘‘We are delighted,” said 
Michael Collins, spokesman for 
the Los Angeles Convention and 
Visitors’ Bureau, after the venues 
for the various rounds of the 
24-team soccer championship 
were announced in Zurich by 
U.S. World Cup organisers and 
FIFA, soccer’s governing body. 

Mr. Collins said the choice of 
Los Angeles, which was tom by 
racial unrest last April, served as 
validation of the dty. Being the 
main host for the soccer extrava- 
ganza would be a much-needed 
boost for tourism, he said. 

The Rose Bowl in Pasadena, a 
Los Angeles suburb, will host 
eight of the 52 tournament 
matches including a semifinal, the 
third-place game and the cham- 
pionship match on July 17. 

Collins said the World Cup 
would generate some SI billion in 
business to Los Angeles. 

In Chicago, Mayor Richard 
Daley was among dty officials 
and business leaders who cheered 
the choice of Soldier Field to host 
the opening ceremonies for the 
1992 tournament. 

“This is great news for Chicago 
to be chosen for the site of we 
World Cup opening ceremonies,” 
Mr. Daley said. 

“We let the organisers know 
that Chicago is the centre of the 
midwest and has the know-how 
and the spirit to pot on die best 
opening ceremonies the world 


has ever seen,” he said. 

The local business community 
raised $250,000 to pay for Chica- 
go’s proposal to host the opening 
ceremonies, which is the past has 
drawn one billion televirion view- 
ers worldwide — four times more 
than watched Last year’s Soper 
Bowl. 

“Hosting the World Cup open- 
ing ceremonies will be a boost to 
our national and international im- 
age as well as our economy-,” said 
Mr. Daley. 

Chicago’s Solider Field will be 
the venue for a first-round game 
between defending champion 
Germany and another team in its 
group on June 17. A second- 
round match will also be played 
at tiie 60,000-seat Lakefront Sta- 
dium that is home to the Chicago 
Bears. 

The other big winner in Mon- 
day’s announcement was Giants 
Stadium is East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, across the Hudson River 
from New York City, which will 
host seven matched including a 
semifinal. 

‘This is a wonderful source of 
great pride and a wonderful 
source of satisfaction,” New 
Jersey Governor Jim Florio said 
after the announcement from 
Zurich. 

Jay Shaw, executive World 
Cup venue director for Giants 
Stadium, was elated and confi- 
dent that the tournament would 
be a great success. ' 4 :>r - Iv; ,:M,t 

*TT1 make a "ffollSrs^S 5 - 
doughmitsT bet ihat^evexy ticket 
will be sold,” Mr. 1 Shaw" said 
about fan response to games at 
the 76,891-seat stadium. 


Possible Swiss pullout could hand 1998 World Cup to France 


ZURICH (R) — Morocco hope 
to be awarded the 1998 World 
Cup finals this week, but their 
chances may be undermined by 
Switzerland who is considering 
withdrawing their bid. 

Morocco, who lost out to the 
United States by three votes in 
their bid to stage the 1994 tourna- 
ment, believe their prospects of 
beating the two other bidders. 
France and Switzerland, are 
stronger this time. 

But the Swiss Football Associa- 
tion have scheduled a board 
meeting Wednesday in Berne to 
discuss whether to pul) out of 
Thursday's presentation to FIFA. 
Theft bid was undermined by last 
month's Bastia accident when 
temporary seating collapsed, lull- 
ing 15 people and injuring 750. 

Swiss hopes of being chosen 
were heavily based temporary 
grandstands. FIFA, soccer's gov- 
erning body, imposed an indefi- 


nite ban on all temporary tubular 
steel stands after the tragedy at 
the French Cup semifinal in Bas- 
tia on May 5. 

Swiss Football Association 
spokesman Renato Orlando said 
Wednesday was the earliest they 
could arrange a meeting between 
board members and sponsors, 
who still want to go ahead with 
the bid. 

However, the Swiss interior 
minister this week suggested they 
drop theft candidacy. 

If Switzerland pull out of the 
contest France’s chances of stag- 
ing the tournament are likely to 
be enhanced, with any votes 
which might have gone to the 
Swiss probably switching to 
France. 

France lost one potential sup- 
porter on the executive commit- 
tee which votes Thursday morn- 
ing when German Vice-President 
Hermann Neuberger was ordered 


by doctors not to attend because 
of ill-health. 

Without Mr. Neuberger, the 
Executive Committee consists of 
nine European and South Amer- 
ican members, who often vote 
together, and nine from the. 
world’s other confederations, in- 
cluding three from Africa, FIFA 
President Joao Havelange has a 
casting vote. 

Scottish executive member 
David Will expects the decision 
to be very close. 


“It is going to be very open and 
very difficult to predict a winner. 
It could go either way. 1 don’t 
even know who I am going to 
vote for yet,” he said. 

“Whatever people may think, 
we will make oar individual deci- 
sions after listening to the respec- 
tive presentations.” 

Sir Arthur George, a co-opted 
member from Australia who does 
not have a vote, believes France 
are clear favourites. 

“In my view, and after talking 


with colleagues, there can be only 
one winner — France,” be said 
Monday. 

Morocco’s delegation, bidding 
to bring the World Cup to Africa 
for the first time, remain confi- 
dent their presentation will bring 
them success. 

Driss Bamous, president of 
tiie Morocco Football Associa- 
tion, was cautious about discus- 
sing the outcome, but said; “I feel 
that we have a better chance than 
last time.” 


Moroccan Sports Minister 
Abdul Latif SemlaK, said: “I 
think our chances are better this 
time, but it’s not possible to say 
how it will go. 

“I see this just like a football 
match where anything can hap- 
pen just before the referee’s final 
whistle. 

“I do not think tiie possible 
exclusion of Switzerland would 
play a significant role in what 
amounts to a two-candidate 
vote.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HiRSCH 
r 1991 Mbw li m n Samoa, me 


WATCH WHAT HAPPENS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ A K 5 4 
7 97 

:■ A Q 6 2 

♦ 9 7 5 

WEST EAST 

j 4 Q 6 3 ♦lOSS 
7Q 8 5 T K 6 4 3 

10 3 : J 8 5 

4EQ842 * J 6 3 

SOUTH 

♦ J 7 2 
TAJ 10 2 

k 9 7 4 

♦ A 10 

The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 0 Pass 1 ♦ 

1 NT Pass 3 NT 


Opening lead: Four of 4 
As declarer at a no-trump con- 
tract, when you can’t count enough 
last winners to get home, run your 
long suit You never know what 
might develop. This hand from the 
recent Middle East Championship 
is h case in point. 

The auction is an exercise in sim- 
ple arithmetic With a balanced 
minimum opening bid facing a like 
hand. North made a beeline to the 
obvious game— three no trump. 

West led a dub and, assuming 
diamonds were breaking favorably. 


declarer could count eight tricks. 
There were several chance* for a 
ninth: the queen of spades could 
drop, or a second heart trick might 
be developed with the help of a re- 
peat Bn esse. The drawback with the 
latter line was the defenders might 
collect five tricks before declarer 
gathered in nine. 

As a matter of technique declarer, 
Samir Salim of Egypt, ducked the 
first round of dubs and won the 
continuation. With no dear course 
ahead, declarer elected to cash the. 
diamonds first, taking all four tricks' 
when the suit behaved in a friendly 
fashion. West had no trouble in dis- 
carding a heart an the third dia- 
mond. The fourth posed a more 
difficult problem. 

If West pitched a spade, the 
queen would drop and the jack 
would be the fulfilling; trick. If West 
sluffed a club, declarer could afford 
to take two heart finesse, since the 
defenders would then get only three 
clubs and a heart So West let go of 
another heart. 

Reading the hand perfectly, de- 
clarer cashed the ace of hearts, 
stripping West’s remaining heart, 
crossed to the king of spades and 
theri threw West in with a club. 
West could cash three tricks in that 
suit, but at the end had to lead away 
from the queen of spades into de- 
clarer’s combined A J tenure. 


IT'S A KNOWN FACT THAT 
D065 ARE MORE ATHLETIC 
THAN BIRPS.. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 1, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
' Canadian Dominion Day has only 
one aspect Sun sextue Jupiter 
which doesn't, make for a very 
exciting day.. Concentrate on com- 
, tht unfin ished and making 

feathers at home. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) Get 
_ into your intimate duties and don’t 
expect them to be solved too easily 
but have continuity of effort until 
you have accomplished the right 
results. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have a plan in mind for 
. gaining some cherished longing but 
you have delays arising that re- 
quire you pace your time .and 
efforts wisely. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Some vocational duties of a public 
nature face you today and you 
would be wise to consider them 
from a most conscientious stance 
to rightfy settle. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Many new conditions ani- 
mate your interest now but you 
need to make a more thorough 
study of tbem before you accept 
them as part of your existence. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now find that obligations you 
thought were simple and uncompli- 
cated can have factors that require 
searching inquiry before solving 
them.. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Much conversation with an 


associate must be along impersonal 
fines if you are to come to that 
meeting of minds you are endc- 
Youring to attain. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A day to stick to whatever 

activities are of a usual nature and 
seek the ways and means by which 
yon can do them in a more efficient ■ 

fashion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon have some creative 
ideas you now wish to put across 
and it is good to Stan them but do 
so knowing you will have blocks to 
overcome. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your home life can 
veer between very pleasant one 
moment and with complications 
the next so be prepared for a 
moody time there. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You start out fine 
getting communications and mes- 
sages well bandied but later some 
odd conditions arise which necessi- 
tate much though L 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Money matters are of first 
importance today and it is advis- 
able you realise they will only work 
to your advantage by using much 
common sense. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have all sorts of personal 
aims you want to get done now and 
that is good but you have to be 
steadfast and not feel the world is 
against you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

TC 


By Harris 



i I 


“We’re so lucky to be living in a world 
where you can get rich enough 
to be this poor.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
( j by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 

\ 



' Unscramble these four Jumbles; 
; onetottar to each square, to form 
■ four orrfnary words. ' 


DRUFA 


Q 


ROGU 

D 


L 


JJ 


MOANEY 


mmmm 




0 

bn 






THE RULES FOR 
MAKING MONEY WON'T 
WORK UNLESS — 


a 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested fry the above cartoon. 


Saturda/s 


Print answer hors: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ERASE MOURN RARITY CANDID 
Answer They are the ones who wort forget you when 
you have no money — CREDITORS 


THE Daily Crossword 


by W» Thomas 




DOWN 

lUNdtoMbe 


27 Aesop ia n cove r - 
“FT 

-” 1 £9 Anrang anti 

2I*fc|MMns ■ 31 Moody's 

** 45 Scalds 

4 JICMhr 

s — 

5 

7 mm 3BWgodamd 
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42 — Pacers 


'54 Wrinkled citrus 

(Tut '• 

48 CIA's loranirnsr 3> Observed 

479todkaeaac8on 

48 Heme look SSHmdtoy 

Sow***— Mam 

5T motors 99 US ododlon 
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OECD worries about growing demands on official aid 


i*.?:. ixtiiiir i, 
L'ui i rurj 1 

»' -Mi'i linj> I'linnir* 
Hi iiIm Iic M.-ii k 
!■" K< I'i sue . 

— I- 1 ruth - (-'in lie . 

Japmirr.c V«i 


*■ imi iv/ shj- ■ - * 

“* i'nytHwm f i|if iiUtc i^i R.no nJn. Ukir 

Hui t»« in i.#iKy ! i*nIrti3Q/6/9i 

"i "uiVnii'y” 7 * — j: f Kim .v"m i > in j '<T m r ivfliTKiTi Lv 

li.N. ii.ilijr I -3-75 3. SI 1 3-93 I 4.12 J 


NEWm. .... 
C10SE 

H,„ iv Of 91 ■ 

T0K70 ■ 

: • 

iwr 30(6/92 

'• 1 .9034 

'1.9010 ■ .• ■ 

■ 1.5214 • 

: 1.5260 _V 

* 7.3730 ‘ 

1.-3768 ■ 

--f.AWS- ■ 

. : - 

. J 25.65 . 

yISS.SS- 


-j j-.iwsi** ' 


•PARIS (R) — The rich work! is 
fikdy to increase aid to poor 
■ countries in coming yean, but it 
- wffl not “be modi and than wifi 
.be a - growing number of 
-dabnants, die chairman of the 
OECD’s aid committee said; 

Ife Development Assistance 
‘ Committee (DAO comprises 20 
of the 24 rich countries that are 
mc mbcre.of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and D&> 
vdopment (OECD). 

In its provisional 1991 repent, 

. released Tuesday, tbe DAC raid 
■■ dm tirvdnmc of aid given by its 
members had risen by a 23 per 
^ent oraual . average ■ over foe 
• past five years. 

DAC Chairman Alexander 


Love suggested this steady 
growth might not be enough in 
foe future as new candidates for 
aid emerged. 

He mentioned countries in In- 
dochina and Afghanistan and the 
poorer former Soviet republics 
now part of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States. 

“Tbe question is: What kind of 
competition will take place for 
that .(aid)," Mr. Love said. 

The total Sow of funds from all 
sources — countries, multilateral 
lenders, banks — rose to $133.4 
bOfion in 1991 from $130.6 billion 
in 1990. 

But that 2.1 per cent increase 
translated into a fall of 1.2 per 
cent after adjusting for price and 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


4 - LONDON (R) — FoDowing are tbe buying ami selling Tates for 
leading world currexicies and gold against tbe dollar at midsesHoa^ 
can tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. ' 

One Sterling L8985/90 U.S. dollara 

One U.S. dollar 1.1965/70 Canadian dollar 


L8985/90 

U3. dollars 

1.1965/70 


1.5260/65 

Dentschemarks 

1.7190/200 

Dutch gnfldera 

13755/65 

Swiss francs 

31.33/37 

Belgian francs 

5.1250/300 

French francs 

1153/1154 

Kalian fire 

125.90/95 

Japanese yen 

53140/90 

Swedish crowns 

5.9740/90 

Norwegian crowns 

5.8640/90 

Danish crowns 

343.40/343.90, 

U.S. doHara 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed firmer in a technical rebound but off the 
day's highs, active buying by foreign pension funds helped lift 
prices. Tbe Nikkei was up 210.46 to 15,951.73. 

SYDNEY — Tbe fi n ancial year ended quietly on the stock 
market, with shares closing off their highs. The All-Ordinaries 
dosed 2.4 up at 1,644.7. 

HONG KONG — Shares posted modest losses at midday on 
continued concern over a posable rights issue by Hutchinson 
Whampoa. The Hang Seng dipped 3.53 to 6,05437. 
SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed little changed from overnight 
as investors refrained from active trading on fears of weak 
overseas markets. The Straits Times Indkac eased 0.58 to 1,481.08. 

PARIS — The CAC-40 fell 6.67 to 1,900.60 under pressure from 
arbitrage selling. 

LONDON — The FTSE Index followed Wall Street, gaming 5.4 
points to 2,521.2. 

NEW YORK — Hopes for a cot in interest stre ng thened 
traditional summer bullishness. At 1754 GMT the Dow Jones 
Industrials were 1.6 higher at 3321-46. 

ZURICH— Demand for shares in major chemdal companies led 
die SPI Index 3.8 points higher to 1,174.9. 
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THE LAST WEEK 
•The first play of its kind 

TIME FOR WHOM 

A comedy with songs and foWoric dances per- 
formed by the National Jordanian Folk Troupe 
Daily at 8:30 p.m. . 

.Reservation to be made in advance. 
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currency changes. And it was less 
than tbe debt service payments of 
$141 billion made by developing 
countries in 1991- 

The data is still •provisional at 
this stage, and the DAC was at 
pains to point out the lack of 
information available from foe 
former communist states of east- 
ern Europe. 

"There is, however, no doubt 
that aid by the former Soviet 
Union declined further in 1991, 
while the central and eastern 
European countries either ter- 
minated their programmes or li- 
mited them to some small tech- 
nical assistance programmes,*' it 


Tentatively, it put 1991 aid 


UAE promises 
reconstruction 
support 
for Eritrea 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
pledged support for Eritrea’s re- 
construction and its tight for inde- 
pendence from Ethiopia, foe 
leader of Eritrea's self-declared 
provisional government said 
Tuesday. "They have officially 
declared support for foe econo- 
mic development process in Erit- 
rea after foe destruction caused 
by civil war and drought,” Isaias 
Afwerld said in an interview with 
Reuters. Speaking after talks 
with UAE Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Sultan Bin Zaid AJ Nahayan, 
Mr. Afwerld said: “The UAE has 
been one of foe most substantial 
supporters of foe Eritrean strug- 
gle for self-determination — 
materially, financially and moral- 
ly.” 

Mr. Afwerld did not provide 
figures of previous aid the Erit- 
reans have received from the 
UAE but said reconstruction 
would cost about $2 billion. 


from the ex-Soviet Union at $1.1 
billion, with nothing attributed to 
the other former communist 
countries. 

Mr. Love said official develop- 
ment assistance (ODA) — grants 
or loans on concessional terms — 
given by foe DAC members rose 
by 5.6 per cent to $58.2 billion in 
1991 compared with 1990. 

The rise adjusted for price and 
currency changes was 2.1 per 
cent. 

Aid from Arab countries fell to 
S2.67 billion in 1991 from $63 3 
biSion in 1990, bnt the DAC said 
that was expected after “the un- 
precedented financial effort by 
foe Arab Gulf states following 
foe occupation of Kuwait.” 


Japan was foe biggest supplier 
of overseas aid with a total of 
$10.95 billion, with the United 
States second on S9.60 billion. 

The U.S. total rises to $11.50 
billion if foe cancellation of $1.85 
billion in military debt owed by 
Egypt is included, but that is a 
-thorny topic on foe OECD com- 
mittee. 

Some members take foe tfiew 
that forgiving military aid is not 
the same as giving military aid, 
and it can help a worthy country 
just as much as writtmg off other 
credits. 

Other countries feel this sends 
the wrong signals to debtor coun- 
tries at a time when donors want 
them to cut down on military 


spending. And some are uneasy 
at having to explain these write- 
offs in particular to their tax- 
payers at home. 

• Tbe United Nations has long 
recommended that developed 
countries give annual aid equiva- 
lent to 0.7 per cent of gross 
national product (GNP). 

The DAC said five countries 
achieved that in 1991: Norway ar 
foe top of the pile with 1.14 per 
cent, followed by Denmark, 
Sweden, the Netherlands and, for 
the first time, Finland. 

France was sixth with 0.56 per 
cent, which jumps to 0.80 per 
cent if its dependent overseas 
territories are included. 


Ramos urged to adopt 
traditional debt strategy 


MANILA (R) — Negotiation, 
not repudiation, will help solve 
foe Philippines’ foreign debt 
problem, a government report 
said. 

It said Manila should continue 
to pay its external debt and se- 
cure backing from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
ensure overseas support for its 
battered economy. 

The non-confrontationai 
approach to solving the Philip- 
pines* $29 billion debt burden — 
as against foe more popular move 
of debt repudiation — had bene- 
fited the country, it added. 

Tbe report was prepared by 
Finance Secretary Jesus Estanis- 
iao and central bank governor 
Jose Cuisia. 

It assessed the debt manage- 
ment strategy of former president 
Corazon Aquino’s administration 
and recommended areas for ac- 
tion by President Fidel Ramos. 

“Tbe whole strategy and foe 
benefits derived so for dearly 
demonstrate that substantial re- 
lief from the heavy debt burden 


can be derived more effectively 
through negotiations, not 
through onOateraJ non-payment of 
finandal obligations,” foe report 
said. 

The Philippines had been able 
to reduce its debt stock by S3.1 
bCUion, stretch the maturity of 
outstanding loans and decrease 
foe debt service burden through 
negotiations with various credi- 
tors, it said. 

The country’s debt negotiators' 
are also urging tbe Ramos govern- 
ment to sign the new finandal 
package agreed between Manila 
and commercial banks earlier this 
year. 

The Philippines completed a 
$1.25 billion buy-back of its com- 
mercial .debt in May, but the 
other elements of the restructur- 
ing package had been deferred to 
give the new administration time 
to evaluate them. 

Mr. Cuisia and Mr. Estanislao 
said the Philippines should con- 
clude another economic program- 
me with the IMF after 1992 in 


order to secure continued over-. . 
seas support. 

"Financing through reschedulh- ' : 
ting of bilateral and commercial' 
bank loans for maturities after, 
1992, availment of new credits, 
debt reduction operation, and' 
even inflows of foreign invest- 
ments, as in the past, will greatly . 
hinge on the ability of foe country 
to obtain an IMF programme,”' 
foe report said. 

It said foe Philippines would- , 
need foreign financing over the 1 
□ext three years to ensure con- 
tinued growth but gave no esti-.-. 
mates of how much. 

The domestic economy was flat' 
last year but authorities expect ' ; 
some growth this year. Officials 
had hoped increased spending for 
the May 11 election would boost ; ■ 
growth but a chronic power shor- 
tage has derailed recovery. ■’ 

Philippine business leaders are ' ; 
pressing Ramos to implement bold 
measures to revive the stagnant : '- 
economy and catch up with Man- 
fla’s southeast Asian neighbours. • 


U.S. squelches IMF plan to aid 
cash-strapped developingcountries 


WASHINGTON (R) — A group 
of industrial countries led by the 
United States has squelched an 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) proposal to help cash- 
starved developing, nations by 
pumping up world currency re- 
serves, monetary sources said. 

Under foe proposal, which was 
backed by IMF Managing Direc- 
tor Michel Camdessus, foe fund 
would have acted to ease tbe 
plight of developing nations 
through an issue of its own artifi- 
cial currency; the Special Draw- 
ing Right (SDR). 

But the United States, Ger- 
many, Britain and some other 
industrial nations opposed tbe 
idea at an IMF board meeting last 
week, arguing that an SDR issue 
now could prove inflationary, 
monetary sources said. 

If he IMF proposal had been 
approved, the fond would have 


effectively created money out of 
thin air through an SDR alloca- 
tion to its more than 160 member 
nations. 

Proponents said the move 
would have helped bring down 
sky-high world interest rates by 
increasing global liquidity. 

They also argued that it would 
have increased the scarce curren- 
cy reserves of financially strapped 
nations from the former Soviet 
Union to Latin America and 
given those countries added bor- 
rowing power on worid capital 
markets. 

But opponents questioned 
whether foe move was necessary, 
noting the IMF is already lending 
heavily to many of those coun- 
tries and that most of the money 
created by an SDR issue would 
go to industrial nations, not to the 
developing worid. 

Mr. Camdessus has long back- 


ed an SDR allocation to tbe 
fund’s members, but has been 
consistently blocked by the Un- 
ited States and other major in- 
dustrial nations. 

But this time he had been given 
more of chance of succeeding 
after economic superpower Japan 
dropped its opposition to such a 
move last year. 

Tokyo proposed that industrial 
nations lend their SDRs back to 
the IMF and that foe fund .then 
use the money to support econo- 
mic reform and ease financial 
emergencies in developing coun- 
tries. 

Monetary sources said IMF 


staff estimated that the global de- 
mand for cash will increase by 
some $420 billion over the next 
five years and proposed that ab- 
out one-tenth of that be met by 
an SDR allocation. 

The last SDR allocation took 
place in 1981, when 4.1 billion 
SDRs ($5.7 billion) was handed 
out to the IMFs then 141 mem- 
ber nations. 

Proponents of the SDR have 
long hoped that it would replace 
foe U.S. dollar as the anchor of 
the world monetary system, but 
opposition from the United 
States has prevented that from 
happening. 


Belgrade orders big 
devaluation of dinar 


BELGRADE (R) — The Yugos- 
lav government Tuesday 
announced a big devaluation of 
tbe Yugoslav dinar to take effect 
Wednesday, Tan jug News Agen- 
cy said. 

It said 10 dinars would be 
worth only one dinar in a rede- 
nomination of the currency and 
the new dinar would be set at a 
rate of 200 dinars to one dollar. 

Tbe current dinar, until now 
set against tbe. Deutschemark, is 
traded at just order 300 dinars to 
the dollar in official dealings. 

The combined redenomination 
and se.ung of tbe dinar’s rate 
against the dollar amounted to a 


devaluation of some 85 per cent. 

Yugoslavia' economy has been 
baitered by a year of ethnic fight- 
ing in Bosma-Herzegovina and 
Croatia, which have seceded 
together with Macedonia and 
Slovenia. 

Monthly inflation hit 102.3 per 
cent last month, according to 
official figures released Tuesday. 

“The federal government 
has... ordered that from tomor- 
row tbe current 10 dinars wifi be 
worth one dinar,” Tanjug said. 

It stud people would be able to 
trade in their old notes for foe 
next seven days. 
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PIANO FOR SALE 

Eisenberg brand. Vertical. Rarely used. As good 
as new. 

Price U.S.S2200.- 

Please contact Waheed at 622787 - office 
and 667059 - Res. for inspection. 


AL CAZAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

ANNOUNCES... 

Special summer prices commencing June 20, 

From: JD 5.000 per person 
(in double occupancy) 

Contact AI Cazar Hotel 
Tel.: 03-314131/314132 
Fax: 03-314133 
Tlx: 62242 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

Ground floor in Shmeisani near Safeway, excellent and 
fully furnished. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
living room, sitting and dining hall, 3 balconies, separate 
garage for two cars, excellent garden covered with lawn, 
separate central heating, water well (15 cubic metres), 
small room for servant with separate fax and telephone 
lines. 

Note: It can be let only to diplomatic missions and foreign 
firms as a residence. 

Call tel.: 694903 
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Ministry of Public Works Sr Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Tenders Announcement Invitation To 
Tender No. (90/92) 

For Three Chocke Feeder Systems At 
Phosphate 

L oading Plant -Aqaba Port 

International firms who are concerned in manufacturing of 
dust emission prevention equipment and local firms who 
are dealing with such equipment are invited to contact the 
Government Tender Directorate at Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing Amman - Jordan to receive tender 
documents starting from 1/7/1992 and in accordance with 
following temns:- 

1. Scope of Work: 

The works and services to be provided under this 
tender are the design manufacture, supply to site at 
Aqaba port phosphate loading plant, erection and 
commissioning of three (3) choke feeder systems or 
equivalent, in order to reduce dust emission during 
shiploading by not less than 90%. 

2. Tender price for each set JD (150). Non-refundable. 

3. Last date for purchase for tender documents will be on 
18 of August 1992. 

4. Submission of completed forms (in duplicate) shall be 
at the office of Government Tenders Directorate Minis- 
try of Public Works and Housing at 1:30 p.m. Saturday 
29/8/1992. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 

Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer Ai Jaghbeer 
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ANC calls for world 
pressure on De Klerk 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC), outraged by massacres of 
blacks, called Tuesday for in- 
creased international pressure on 
Pretoria to act to “stop this 
slaughter” and speed democracy 
reforms. 

Nelson Mandela's opposition is 
demanding the South African 
government install an all-race in- 
terim administration to oversee 
the transition to democracy after 
300 years of white domination. 

“We need action to stop this 
slaughter. South Africa is in a 
major crisis,” ANC spokes- 
woman Gill Marcus said in a 
telephone interview. 

The ANC was sounding out 
sports leaders over a possible 
withdrawal from next month's 
Barcelona Olympics and other 
international sporting engage- 
ments. 

In a sign of growing interna- 
tional awamess of black anger 
over unrest that has taken 5,000 
lives in the past two years, Came- 
roon called off the first interna- 
tional soccer tour of the republic 
for 30 years, saying the time was 
not right. 

South African Football Asso- 
ciation Secretary General Solo- 
‘ mon Morewa said he was stunned 
by the Cameroon decision, 
echoing a spreading sense of 
gloom among sports officials. 

• . ANC officials said the govern- 
ment had promised to respond 
Friday to their demands for a 
popularly-elected Constituent 
Assembly, a transitional govern- 
ment of national unity and action 
to end township violence. 

They said the immediate future 
of black-white negotiations — 
.and consequently die future of 
South African participation in 
world sport — hinged ou the 


government’s response. Few ex- 
pressed optimism. 

Mr. Marcus said many coun- 
tries bore a special responsibility 
to voteless blacks became they 
had given white rule new life by 
approving President F.W. De 
Klerk’s apartheid reforms and 
lifting economic sanctions, in the 
ANCs view prematurely. 

“We are calling on the interna- 
tional community to put pressure 
on De Klerk because it was they 
who gave white government a 
new lease of life with their 
approval of his limited reforms,” 
she said. 

“ But it’s not as simple as asking 
for pressure on De Klerk to 
resign. That makes it sound too 
blunt. We object to the totality of 
what this government stands for 
and demand that it agree to in- 
stall an interim government 

“The international community 
can put pressure on the regime 
for an interim government and 
for international monitors to 
study the actions of the police.” 

The ANC pulled out of multi- 
party reform talks called the Con- 
vention for a Democratic South 
Africa (CODESA) last week in 
protest at the killing of at least 42 
people in Boipatong township 
south of Johannesburg on June 
17. 

The ANC said the worst mass 
killing of the apartheid reform 
era was carried out by members 
of the rival Inkatha Freedom 
Party backed by police. Inkatha 
and the police denied any role. 

The officer in charge of a police 
unit alleged to have carried out 
the Boipatong massacre denied 
any involvement Monday. 

Sergeant Jacob Taljaart. giving 
evidence to an independent judi- 
cial inquiry into the allegations. 
said:“I deny them strenuously." 


The massacre led to a break- 
down in talks between the white- 
minority government and Nelson 
Mandela’s African National Con- 
gress. 

Taljaart was in charge of a 
group of 40 black ex-soldiers 
from Namibia now helping South 
African police track stock thieves 
and common criminals who were 
temporarily based at gree aside 
coal mine in the eastern Trans- 
vaal this month. 

A mine security guard who is a 
member of the African National 
Congress, Mandla Mgomezulu, 
told the inquiry Friday one of 
the ex-soldiers had confessed to 
him that the unit had carried out 
the Boipatong massacre on June 
17. 

The ex-soldier, Jeremiah 
Sekongu, denied having made the 
confession. 

Mr. Mgomezulu also said 
members of the unit went out 
every night while they were based 
at the mine and some carried 
weapons hidden in blankets. 

Sgt. Taljaart told the inquiry 
the unit was unarmed, except for 
eight automatic rifles used by the 
white police officers in charge. 
“We have no secrets," he said. 

The inquiry into the unit began last 
week following a tip-off that a 
group of men at the mine was 
involved in a' township violence in 
Boipatong and surrounding 
areas. 

It adjourned Monday until 
Thursday, when a broader inves- 
tigation by Judge Richard Gold- 
stone's commission into the 
Boipatong massacre is due to 
start. 

Police say they have a confes- 
sion from one of six residents of a 
nearby migrant worker hostel 
that he was involved in the raid. 


100 rebels killed in Sri Lanka battle 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
troops Monday consolidated 
areas captured from Tamil rebels 
in an offensive that has killed 100 
rebels and 14 soldiers, military 
officials and news reports said. 

"We are consolidating our 
positions. There is no advance at 
the moment," a military spokes- 
man said after the air. sea and 
ground operation. 

He said that since the offensive 
began Sunday, troops had .adv- 
anced three kilometres into rebel- 
held land from a beach-head in 
the northern Jaffna peninsula. 

The military confirmed the 
deaths of 60 rebels and 14„soJdiers 
in the battle but Lankapuwath, 
Sri Lanka’s national news agency, 
said 100 rebels were killed in two 
days of fighting. 

The army is fighting the separ- 
atist Libe ration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas who 
control much of the peninsula. 

Travellers from Jaffna said a 
civilian was killed near Vetti- 


laikerni Sunday when a plane 
bombed a rebel jeep. 

“The man died when one of the 
bombs fell on a tree where he was 
hiding," said a trader who saw 
the bombs fall. “A rebel inside 
the jeep jumped out but was 
killed as he ran." 

Warplanes and a helicopter 
also circled two tractors filled 
with civilians as they crossed a 
drier-up lagoon near Vettilaiker- 
ni, he said. 

“Women screamed expecting 
the tractors to be attacked hut 
that did not happen," he said. 

Residents said only 150 people, 
mostly women, reached the 
army-controlled northern town of 
Vavuniya Monday, compared to 
the daily average of 5,000 arriving 
from the peninsula. 

“Things are hotting up there 
and the Tigers are not allowing 
people — mainly young men — 
to leave," one resident said. 

The military spokesman de- 
clined to comment on the aim of 


the offensive except to say that it 
was to “destroy as many rebels as 
possible and deplete their 
cadres.” 

Ground troops met little resist- 
ance compared to pitched battles 
in the same area last year, offi- 
cials said. 

At that time, more than 8,000 
troops fought their way to 
Elephant Pass from Vettilaikemi, 
seven kilometres to the west, to 
rescue 200 soldiers whose camp 
had been under a month-long 
rebel siege. 

Elephant Pass is a causeway 
linking the peninsula to the rest 
of the island. 

Military experts said that was 
one of the biggest battles in the 
civil war. A total of 2,000 people 
were killed. 

The Tigers have fought since 
1983 for a separate homeland for 
minority Tamils. More than 

20,000 people have been killed as 
a result of the revolt. 


Sihanoukist faction begins to disarm 


SOENG CANTONMENT SITE. 
Cambodia (R) — More than 

2,000 soldiers of Cambodia's 
royalist faction Tuesday signed 
their U.N. papers, handed in 
their weapons and took their first 
steps towards resuming civilian 
life after more than a dozen years 
of conflict. 

“Vive la paix etemelle," (long 
live eternal peace) shouted their 
commander. Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

The mass disarming of the 
guerrillas, who fought to put 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
Prince Ranariddh's father, back 
in power in Phnom Penh, was in 
line with the Paris peace agree- 
ment signed by all four Cambo- 
dian factions last October. 

Their National Army of Inde- 
pendent Kampuchea (ANKI) is 
believed to comprise 6.000 guer- 
rillas. 

A delighted head of the United 
Nations Transitional Authority m 
Cambodia (UNTAC). Japanese 
diplomat Yasushi Akashi, warm- 


ly applauded the cooperation of 
Sihanoultists in a phase of the 
peace process being ignored by 
their one-time allies the Khmer 
Rouge. 

“It has been the dream of 
prophets for many centuries to 
change swords into plough- 
shares," he said. 

“And we are witnessing today 
the historical transformation of 
Cambodia, which has suffered 
from so many years of war and 
conflict, to now take a 
courageous step towards peace 
and peaceful civilian life,” he told 
the soldiers. 

Phase two of the peace process 
calls for 200,000 fighters from all 
four factions to be temporarily 
housed, disarmed and demobil- 
ised. 

The Khmer Rouge are hallting, 
saying there are still Vietnamese 
soldiers in the country, a charge 
the U.N. dentes. 

U.N. -organised elections, 
scheduled for May 1993, will not 
take place until all four armies 


are disarmed, Mr. Akashi said. 

Prince Ranariddh said there 
were some encouraging signs that 
the radically leftist Khmer 
Rouge, who put Cambodia 
through a reign of terror in the 
1970s that cost a million lives, 
might soon participate. 

In Paris, a senior French offi- 
cial said the Khmer Rouge were 
expected to give their response to 
U.N. demands that they start 
regrouping and disarming their 
forces at a meeting in Phnom 
Penh Thursday. 

French Junior Foreign Minister 
George Kiejman said he was opti- 
mistic, citing the presence of 
Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Sam- 
pan at a Tokyo conference last 
week on reconstruction in Cam- 
bodia. 

“If they refused to implement 
the Paris peace accords, the 
Khmer Rouge would run the risk 
of growing isolatkM. It will be up to 
growing isolation. It will be up to 
the United Nations to take the 
necessary measures,” be said. 


Dispute over Senate extends 
Canadian constitutional crisis 


OTTAWA (R) — English Cana- 
da’s provincial premiers failed to 
resolve their differences over 
Senate reform, increasing the 
threat of separation by French- 
speaking Quebec. 

■Prime Minister Bn an M aJ- 
roney met with the nine premiers 
over lunch, but failed to end the 
squabble that has stalled a consti- 
tutional reform package aimed at 
accomodating Quebec’s demands 
for greater autonomy. 

The premier will meet again 
Friday in Toronto in a last mtch 
attempt to break the deadlock. 
.If they fail, Mr. Mulroney said 
ms government will present its 
own reform proposals to parlia- 
ment at an extraordinary sitting' 
?afled for July 15 during the 
Summer recess. 

“AD differences are solvable as 
k»g as the major issue of Senate 
reform is agreed upon,” Mr. Mul- 
roney told a news conference 
after the meeting. 


“If not the federal government 
will do what it must and lay 
before parliament proposals we 
deem to be in the national in- 
terest," he said. 

Western provinces led by oil- 
rich Alberta want equal repre- 
sentation in an elected and effec- 
tive Senate, the upper house of 
the Canadian parliament, a for- 
mula that would give them a 
bigger say in running Canada. 

But the most populous indust- 
rial province, Ontario, has re- 
fused to give up die majority of 
seats it holds with Quebec in the 
current appointed upper house. 

Ottawa has tried to end the 
logjam by proposing Senate rep- 
resentation based on regional im- 
portance, but allowing provinces 
equal voting powers on natural 
resource and taxation issues. 

Failure to agree on a new 
Senate will block a veto deman- 
ded by Quebec over future re- 
forms. 


Quebec Premier Robert 
Bourassa has boycotted the talks 
and expects a unified offer from 
English Canada before holding a 

referendum on sovereignty by Oct. 
26. 

“The reality of the Quebec 
referendum is upon os," Ontario 
Premier Bob Rae warned at a 
news conference. 

“If we do not reach agreement, 
Bourassa will put any fusy-wuz- 
zy question to the people of. 
Quebec ... they have to decide 
whether they want to be citizens 
of Canada or not," he said. 

Quebec refused to sign Cana- 
da’s- constitution when it was 
patriated from Britain in 1982 
because it wanted special powers 
to defend it cultural heritage and 
distinct society. 

A previous attempt to solve the 
constitutional crisis threatening 
Canada’s unity known as the 
Meech Lake Accord collapsed in 
1990. 


Estonians favour new constitution 

TALLINN. Estonia (AP) — Estonians have voted overwhelming- 
ly in favour of a new constitution that will completely change the 
system of government established during 50 years of Soviet rule, 
election officials said. Preliminary results showed 93 per cent of 
the voters in Sunday's referendum cast “yes” ballots. At the same 
time, they voted against extending voting rights to Russian 
speakers living' in Estonia. The affir ma tive vote ou the constitu- 
tion makes Estonia the first former Soviet republic to adopt a 
constitution since the disintegration of the Soviet Union last year. 
Drafted in the months after the attempted Kremlin coup in 
August, the new constitution will establish a parliamentary system 
with a strong presidency. Elections for the 101-member parlia- 
ment, to be called the Riigikogu, are to be held before Sept. 27. 
The first president will be directly elected by voters. Thereafter, 
according to the new constitution, the parliament will choose the 
president. 

Baboon liver transplanted into man 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A dying man whose liver was destroyed 
by Hepatitis B is doing well the day after receiving a baboon liver 
in the world’s first such transplant, doctors said. The 35-year-old 
man, whose name was withheld at his request, was in critical 
condition today alter Sunday's 11-hour operation at the Universi- 
ty of Pittsburgh Medical Centre. “The patient is awake. He is able 
to respond to simple commands and the liver seems to be 
functioning,” transplant surgeon Dr. Andreas Tzakis said at a 
news conference today. Dr. Tzakis said the patient squeezed a 
doctor's finger and has indicated he understands statements made 
to him. He is on a respirator. “I think this man is a great hero. 
He’s a very brave person. He was a very positive attitude, and he 
had no hesitation in going forward,” said Dr. Thomas Staizl, 
director of the Transplantation Institute at the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Centre. “What we hope for and, to be quite 
honest, expect, is that he will be restored," he said. 

Russia closes oldest nuclear reactor 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s oldest nuclear reactor producing 
plutonium for military purposes was shut down Tuesday amid 
calls for the closure of all 16 Chernobyl-type reactors. ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said the rfeaeior was one of three at a power 
station at Krasnoyarsk in Siberia, built along the same lines as the 
stricken Chernobyl complex in Ukraine where the world's wont 
midear accident took place six years ago. A second reactor at the 
Krasnoyarsk plant will be closed before the end of the year, TASS 
said. The reactor at Krasnoyarsk will be thoroughly sealed to 
control discharge of radioactive material. TASS said it would take 
five years to complete the sealing process. Engineers and experts 
will study the reactors during that time to examine what happens 
to metallic constructions exposed to neutron radiation. The 
research will help experts working at Russia's other RBMK 
reactors, TASS added. 

Ship sinks in Indonesia; 69 missing 

JAKARTA (R) — Sixty-nine people are missing after an 
Indonesian ship with 206 passengers and crew capsized off the 
resort island of Bali, a rescue offidal said Tuesday. A Taiwanese 
fishing vessel rescued 137 people after the- Lombok Utama 
foundered Sunday while on its way to Indonesia's Kalimantan 
province, the offidal said quoting delayed reports. Rescuers were 
still searching for the missing, the offidal said. He gave no further 
details. 

U.S. quakes cause $16 m in damage 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The powerful. twin earthquakes that 
jolted southern California Sunday caused at least S16 million 
worth of damage, authorities said. The San Bernardino County 
Office of Public Safety said in a statement that more than 1,000 
homes and 33 businesses were damaged while 20 homes and 10 
businesses were totally destroyed. The quakes, the first of which 
was the biggest to hit the United States in 40 years, killed a 
3-VS-year-oId boy crushed by a falling chimney and injured more 
than 200 people, authorities said. The damage and injuries were 
concentrated in the small California desert and mountain com- 
munities east of Los Angeles, including Yucca Valley, Joshua 
Tree, Big Bear and Landers. A third, smaller quake measuring 
5.6 on the Richter Scale shook the Nevada-Caiiforaia border 
early Monday 120 kilometres northwest of Las Vegas in an area 
which is mostly desert. There were no reports of casualties or 
damage, according to Rebecca Phipps of the U.S. Geological 
Survey. 

Astronauts focus on health tests 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida . (R) — Astronauts aboard the 
shuttle Columbia tested health equipment for a proposed space 
station Monday and considered repairs to an experimental 
machine that scrubs toxic chemicals from their breathing air. The 
National Aeronautics And Space Administration (NASA) said 
the crew continued to fere well despite minor technical problems 
that persisted into the fifth day of the marathon 13-day scientific 
mission. “It's been very smooth,” said James Hartsfield, a 
spokesman at mission control in Houston. Columbia is malting 
the first in a series of flights aimed at preparing astronauts for 
lengthy visits to the proposed space station. Freedom. The seven 
astronauts are trying to set a 13-day endurance record for the 
longest U.S. manned mission since the Skylab space laboratory 
orbited the palnet m 1974. The five men and two women, wor king 
in 12-faour shifts, focused much of their attention Monday on 
medical tests for the space station. “The overall objective of the 
project is to protea crew health and safety during long shuttle 
missions ... now that we have the capability,” said Jerry Berg, a 
NASA spokesman. . 


Ramos 

becomes 

Philippine 

president 

MANILA (R) — General Fidel 
Ramos launched his presidency 
Tuesday wife a pledge to turn the 
Philippines’ “plodding soceity 
into a tiger,” but rebel soldiers 
greeted his inauguration by 
bombing banks and a railway 
station. 

In ceremonies marking the 
country’s first peaceful transfer of 
power in 26 years, the West 
Point-trained former defence 
chief urged the South East Asian 
nation to end its aimed conflicts 
and unite to catch up with its 
prosperous neighbours. 

He called on right-wing army 
rebels and Communist guerrillas 
to lay down their arms, offering 
them an amnesty programme. 

“Let us begin by telling 
ourselves the truth. Our nation is 
in trouble and there are no easy 
answers, no quick fix for our 
base ills,’' Gen. Ramos said in 
his inaugural address. 

“Once we were the spur of South 
East Asa. Today, our neigh- 
bours, one by one, have passed us 
by,” be stated. 

But he warned “Things could 
get worse before they get better." 

“But I am not daunted,” the 
64-year-old son of a former diplo- 
mat said. “Crisis has a deansmg 
fire which ... can transform a 
plodding society into a tiger.” 

Teh thousand policemen and 
two battalions of army riot troops 
guarded the ceremony at a Man- 
ila park while snipers stood on 
rooftops as Corazon Aquino re- 
linquished her powers to her loyal 
general who defended her against 
six army coup attempts. 

Hours before Gen. Ramos was 
sworn in, suspected rebel soldiers 
bombed three Manila banks and 
a railway station, but there were 
no reports of injuries and no 
group claimed responsibility. 

“Let ns all lay to rest our 
enmities and our conflicts,” Gen. 
Ramos said. “Either we rise 
together — above our self-cen- 
tred bkkerinp and factional quar- 
rels — or we fell into the pits we 
have dug for one another.” 

He promised swift and decisive 
political and economic reforms to 
put the country back on trade and 
tackle its deep-rooted problems. 

“We shall have to resort to 
remedies dose to surgery,” be 
delcaredl 

Gen, Ramos said his economic 
policies would be geared towards 
increasing production, finding 



Fidel Ramos 

jobs for millions of unemployed, 
dismantling protectionist baxTieis 
and easing state restrictions ou 
business. 

At the swearing-in ceremony, 
cabinet members, senators, busi- 
ness leaders and heads of foreign 
delegations fanned themselves 
amid and h umi d summer heat 
following a tropical downpour 
just before the inaugural pa- 
rade. 

Guests included several foreign 
ministers from neighbouring 
South East Asian countries and 
Australia. Japan, the country’s 
biggest aid donor, sent former 
Prune Minister Toshiki Kaifu, 
but the United States sent a low 
level team headed by Elaine 
Chao, head of the Peace Corps 
volunteers. 

Gen. Ramos, the first Protes- 
tant leader of the overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic nation Tuesday 
urged the church to steer dear erf 
politics. 

Gen. Ramos feces a potentially 
difficult relationship with the 
powerful Roman Catholic clergy, 
particularly over the sensitive 
issue of birth control. 

In his inaugural speech, the 
64-yerr-old former armed forces 
chief said recent elections showed 
Filipinos wanted a separation be- 
tween church and state. 

In an indirect swipe at Manila 
Archbishop Cardinal Jamie Sin, 
who had opposed his election bid, 
Gen. Ramos said voters “reaf- 
firmed their adherence to the 
secular ideal — of church and 
state separate but collaborating, 
co-existent but each supreme in 
its own domain.” 

Cardinal Sin, influential pre- 
late in Aria’s only Roman Catho- 
lic country, said the church would 
cooperate with Gen. Ramos but 
that this was not unconditional. 
He hinted at areas of dtagree* 
meat. 

“When the laws are against the 
laws of God, then naturally bow 
can you cooperate? be said to 
reporters Monday. 


Major promises cool 
hand on EC presidency 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major, who takes 
over the European Community 
presidency Wednesday, promised 
a cool, calm hand on European 
affairs. 

“The plain fea is that foe 
future of Europe is at stake and in 
needs to be addressed with cool- 
ness, commitment and with care- 
ful calculation,” Mr. Major told 
parliament Monday. 

Speaking on the weekend EC 
summit in Lisbon, Mr. Major said 
Europe faced huge challenges in 
its progress towards unity, in 
freeing world trade and in dealing' 
with foe Yugoslav crisis. 

“Many difficult matters must 
be resolved in the months 
ahead,” he said of the six-month 
British EC presidency. 

Mr. Major said foe summit 
made progress in curbing budget- 
ary expansion in the Community 
ana preparing for negotiations to 
admit European Free Trade 
Association members Austria, 


Finland, Sweden and Switzer- 
land. 

He said all 12 leaders reaf- 
firmed their commitment to the 
Maastricht Treaty on European 
muon, jolted when Danish voters 
rejected foe pact in a referendum 
tins month. 

Mr. Major himself must con- 
front an influential section of his 
own party which sees the treaty as 
a step towards a United States of 
Europe. Buoyed by the Danish 
vote, they argue the Maastricht 
Treaty is dead. 

Mr. Major warned his EC col- 
leagues Friday that they had to 
allay fears that the Community 
was a voracious monster. 

He stressed this again Monday, 
saying he would use foe British 
presidency to try and flesh out 
what the Community meant by 
subsidiarity — the principle that 
nothing should be done at Com- 
munity level which could be done 
better at local or national level. 


Clinton gains, Perot slips, making race a dead heat 


WASHINGTON (R) — Demo- 
crat Bifl Clinton has pocked up 
ground with voters while Ross 
Perot has slipped, tra nsforming 
the presidential race into a three- 
way tie with President George 
Bush, a new poll found. 

The ABC-News- Washington 
Post poll gave Mr. Clinton 33 per 
cent of the vote to 30 per cent for 
likely independent contender 
Perot, and 29 per cent for the 
incumbent Republican president 
if the Nov. 3 presidential election 
were held today. 


of 1,007 adults taken on June 
24-28 was 3.5 percentage points, 
putting the three can didate* in a 
virtual dead heat statistically. 

The survey results, if con- 
finned in later polls, are likely to 
rock all three campaigns: 

— Mr. Clinton has confounded 
the experts, climbing from 
obscurity in third place into a 
leading position over his two 
rivals. 

— Mr. Bash, a sitting president 
who finds himself in third place in 
a three-man race, has ample new 
evidence that bus reelection cam- 
paign is in deep, deep trouble. 

— Mr. Perot is confronted with 
the possibility that his candidacy 
has already peaked following an 
astronomical rise unprecedented 


in modem U.S. political history. 

Asked about foe poll. Bush 
campaign spokeswoman Torrie 
Clarke said, “the poll that counts 
won't be until November and foe 
results will be significantly diffe- 
rent." 

Similarly, Clinton spokes- 
woman Max Parker said polls are 
“merely a snapshot. Obviously 
we’re pleased with this, snap shot 
but our campaign is not driven by 
polls,” Ms. Parker said. 

Since the last ABC-Washing- 
ton Post poll released on June 7, 
Mr. Perot — who has come under 
harsh attack from senior Bush 
administration officials — has 
slipped eight points while Mr. 
Chilton gamed seven points and 
Mr. Bush fell a point 

Mr. Perot, who has yet to 
declare his camfidacy officially, 
last week accused Mr. Bush of 
personally directing a Hitler-Kke 
propaganda assault against him, a 
charge denied by Mr. Bush, 
White House and campaign 
aides. 

Mr. Bush’s strategy of raising 
questions about Mr. Perot’s fit- 
ness for the presidency yielded 
mixed results. Mr. Perot lost sup- 
port primarily among Democrats 
and held steady among Republi- 
cans and independents, while Mr. 
Bush lost ground with indepen- 


dents. 

Mr. Clinton, overlooked in re- 
cent weeks as Mr. Bosh and Mr. 
Perot slugged it out, had been 
busy polishing his may 

He released a new economic 
plan and tweaked traditional 
Democratic constituency groups 
such as black activist Jesse Jack- 
son’s Rainbow Coalition to their 
faces in an attempt to underline 
his political independence and 
moderate views. 

President Bush Monday said it 
was “sick” for entertainers and 
film and record companies to 
make money by glorifying the 
faffing of police officers. 

While now specifically .men- 
tioning -rapper kcd-T by name, 
Mr. Bush fen 1 the first time joined 
with Vice President Dan Quayle 
in attacking the lyrics of the song 
Cop Killer, which is contained in 
the rapper’s album Body Count. 

Speaking at the dedication of a 
Drug Enforcement Agency field 
office, Mr. Bush said be wanted 
“speak from the heart about 
where and with whom I stand.” 

He praised “those who fight 
criminals” and them condemned 
those making money by glorifying 
violence against the police. ' 

“I also stand against those who 
use films, or records, or television 


or video games to glorify killin g 
law enforcement officeis,” he 
said to applause. 

“It is side. It is wrong for any 
company. I don’t care how noble 
the name of the company,” he 
said. 

“It is wrong for any company 
to issue recoros that approve of 
kflhng law enforcement officers,” 
be said. 

Earlier this month, Mr, Quayfc 
condemned the lyrics in -Cop Kil- 
ler, which at one paint talks 
about having a 12-gagoe shotgun 
as the performer declares, 'Tin 
about to dost somecops off.” 

Shoe foe intial Jarifkaori Of the 
album, , produced by the record 
division of Time-Wamer, the re- 
cord has had sales over 300,000. 

Iced-T defended the lyrics as 
reflecting a character who is fed- 
up with police brutality. Tnne- 
Wamer has said it has no inten- 
tion of honouring a call by some 
police groups to stop «JHng the 
record. 

In the address to several hun- 
dred law enforcement officials,” 
Mr. Bush hammered away at a 
law and order theme, saying he 
•objected when the work of “good 
ays” was lost because the cri- 
minals “go free because of scone 
. exhoaonary rule technicality.” 


Universe calculated 
at least 15 billion 
years old 

CAGLIARI, Sardinia (R) —The 
Universe is at least IS billion 
years old and is still expanding, 
according to evidence from the 
Hubble space telescope, a scien- 
tific convention heard. “The ‘big 
bang is still going on and we do 
not know when it will end,” said 
Professor Piero Benvenuti, Euro- 
pean scientific representative of 
the Hubble telescope project. He 
was introducing a week-long con- 
ference “science with the Hubble 
space telescope” in Chia, outside 
Cagliari. The $2.1 billion tele- 
scope, designed for the U.S. 
space agency NASA in foe 1970s, 
was launched in April 1990 to 
allow astronomers to view space 
from outside the confines of foe 
Earth's atmosphere. The confer- 
ence heard that readings from foe 
telescope had allowed an interna- 
tional team of astronomers to 
take a major first step in redeter- 
mining the expansion rate of foe 
universe. Previous calculations of 
this rate, which helps to deter- 
mine foe size and age of foe 
universe, have varied widely. But 
by using foe space telescope to 
study foe brightness of a faint 
galaxy 16 million light-years 
away, scientists have managed to 
come up with more precise fi- 
gures. 

China approves 
naming of living 
Buddha 

PEKING (AP) — An 8-year-old 
Tibetan boy has become the first 
living Buddha to win the stamp of 
approval of China's Communist 
government, a religious official 
said. In Tibetan Buddhism, a 
Jiving Buddha is a person who is 
holy enough to enter nirvana 
after death, but chooses to be 
reincarnated over and over to 
help others. The China Daily said 
the boy was chosen as the 17th 
reincarnation of the 
living Bnddha of Karma 
Bkkav Rgyud, an important 
branch of Tibetan Buddhism, be 
was selected at a monastery 70 
kilometres from the Tibetan 
pagital of Laash, Jt said. Zhao 
Jianzbeng of. the State Religious 
Affairs Bureau said it was the 
first time the Communist govern- 
ment had approved designating 
someone a living Buddha. Some 
monasteries have selected living 
Buddhas on their own, but Mr. 
Zhao said this is illegal. “Accord- 
ing to tradition, high-ranking liv- 
ing Buddhas need central govern- 
ment approval,'’ Mr.Zbao said. 
“This tradition goes back to the 
Ming and Ching dynasties,” the 
last two dynasties of the Chinese 
empire. 

Canada’s largest 
symphony may file 
for bankruptcy 

TORONTO (R) — The strains of 
a funeral dirge may ring out for 
Canada’s largest orchestra. The 
101-member Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra plans to file for bank- 
ruptcy protection despite its 
members’ acceptance of a more 
than 15 percent cut in salary. The 
orchestra will post a Canadian 
dollar 3.7 million ($3.1 million) 
deficit by its Aug. 31 year end, 
which corresponds to the end of 
the players’ contract, a spokes- 
man said. Management told j 
orchestra members it could not 
stay afloat unless they accepted a 
pew three-year contract which 
includes a cut in foe 1992-93 j 
season to 42 weeks from 50 
weeks. The cut would translate to 
a 15 3 per cent slash in the pay- 
ers' current Canadian dollar 

57,000 ($47,738) yearly base sal- 
ary. Ronald Hurwitz, chairman 
of foe Players’ Negotiating Com- 
mittee, said the most recent prop- 
osal from members differed from 
management’s only in the cuts 
co n sidered acceptable for years 
two and three. 

Hunter given go 
ahead to shoot 
dangerous lion 

HELSINKI (R) — The Finnish 
government says a dangerous fio® 
is prowling sub- Arctic forests, 
dose to foe border with Russia* 
and has given a hunter permission 
to shoot it. According to Tumour 
m the Rnokolahti district, d e ? r 
the frontier, a lkm or other big 
cat escaped from a circus in R nSr 
sia recently and slipped across the 
border. One local man said he 
had seen it and pictures of a pug 
mark have appeared in *h e 
media. The government has 
taken the report seriously. “It 

was dedded cm the basis of expert 

st at e m ents that the lion is a threat 
to public security,” said foe Agri- 
culture Ministry. The ministry 
statement said hunter Erik . 
Nybohn had been licensed to > 
track down foe animal and shoot 
iL 






